
Friends in Action  with help from 
our supporters over the last 3 
years have built 2 bridges (called 
the Jesus bridge) and a medical 
clinic (called “The Clinic of Mercy” 
by the local people) in the village of 
Ojague, Guinea. The missionaries, 
Ron & Heather Yearwood said 
“Life is a lot 
easier now 
and we feel 
that doors are 
being opened 
to us with 
these social 
works of help 
we have 
offered the 
people.” 
 
FIA’s prayers 
are that this 
work would 
demonstrate 
the Love of 
God and 
would soften 
the hearts of the Muslim people to 
listen to the missionaries as they 
explain the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to them. What is truly amazing is 
that earlier this year the Muslim 
leaders came to the missionaries 
saying they were so impressed 
with what all the Christians from 
around the world did for us and 
asking nothing in return that they 
wanted them to take 12 of their 
boys to teach them the Christian 
way. 
 
The missionaries were thrilled with 
this opportunity of passing on the 
Gospel to the next generation of 
Tanda boys for it says in Proverbs 
22:6 “Train a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 
will not turn from it.” But with this 
privilege came the responsibility to 
feed, clothe & educate the boys. 
This was a huge step of faith for 
the Yearwood’s as they had no 

money to support the boys, but it 
was an opportunity they could not 
let pass them by. 
 
In May this year FIA were shipping 
equipment to Guinea & the 
Yearwood’s asked if we could also 
send some clothes and soap for 

the boys. We would like to thank all 
of you who so generously 
supported us with this request. 
Please see below a letter of thanks 
for Heather Yearwood 
 
The 12 Disciples Say Thank you 

Kunjamariked! Kunjamariked! 
Kunjamariked! Is what we heard 
over and over from the kids as they 
receive some of the clothes you 
sent to them. The next day being 
Sunday they wore them. They 

looked great; well groomed and 
well dressed. 
 
We, the missionaries, Ron and 
Heather Yearwood are extremely 
thankful for your sharing in this 
way. We now have many months 
of clothes and soap supply that 
would take us a long way; months 
and even into another year.  
 
Things were getting pretty tough as 
we tried to keep up with these 
basic needs. We feel that we are 
being obedient to God in Training 
and Discipling these boys.  
 
May God richly bless you for your 
giving, and may you one day meet 
in Heaven, these kids whom you 
helped clothe. 
 
Missionaries 
Ron and Heather Yearwood 
 
If anyone would like to help 
financially support Ron & Heather 
with the ongoing cost of discipling 
these boys please contact us. 
 
Ron & Heather hope to stop over in 
Ireland on their way home on 
furlough next April so we hope you 
will have an opportunity to meet 
with them. 
 
 

2009  

Electronic newsletter  
If you would prefer to receive 
this newsletter electronically 
we can send you an e-mail 

reminder whenever there is a 
new one available on our web-
site. You can then view it on 

your computer or print at your  
convenience.  

 
If you don’t wish to receive the  

newsletter we would like to 
know. 

BREAKING BARRIERS 



PROJECTS PLANED FOR 2009 
  
♦ January - Drill team to Burkina Faso - Legacurry Presbyterian 

       Church 

♦ March / April -  Drill team to Burkina  Faso 

♦ Spring / Summer  – Work team to NTM, North Coates, England 

♦ October – December – 3 Drill Teams to Burkina Faso 

♦ November 27th – Dinner / Auction, Ramada Hotel Belfast 

 
If you would like to be part of one of these teams contact 

Friends in Action 

We invite you to explore some of 
the most remote places in the 
world, some of the most interesting 
and diverse people groups, some 
of the most unique and interesting 
cultures. As you read this 
newsletter we can take you there! 

 
We can show you how you can 
impact the world from your home or 
local church. We are an 
evangelical organization with 
partners in both Canada and the 
USA. We are a team with diverse 
gifts and abilities serving 
missionaries around the world and 
thrusting forward missions in a 
practical way.  

We serve the God of the 
impossible and welcome the 
challenge that requires stepping 
out in faith, trusting God to do the 
impossible. It is then that we see 
His hand at work. We welcome you 
to join our effort of taking the 

gospel to those yet without the 
opportunity to hold, read, or hear 
the word of God in their own 
language.  
 
As we attempt to serve better we 
are pleased to announce an 
addition to the Friends in Action 
board. David Rainey joins us and 
brings a wealth of experience 
having already served with Friends 

in Action as a volunteer in Guinea 
West Africa. 
 
We are also delighted to report that 
following our 
inaugural 
international 
conference with 
our Canadian 
and US 
partners we are 
well placed to 
continue to 
deliver vital 
support to our missionary partners. 
 
 Thanks for taking the time to learn 
about FRIENDS in Action. 
 
FIA Board. 

You can impact the world from your home or local church.  

Visit our website for other information and more pictures:-  
 

www.fiaintl.org 

International Board Meeting 
“To accelerate the work of 
proclaiming the Gospel to 
people groups around the 
world that have not had the 
opportunity to hear the Good 
News of Jesus Christ”.  

We do that by assisting bible 
teaching missionaries and 
translators with projects, 
equipment needs and work 
teams. As we assist front line 
missionaries where there is no 
infrastructure in place we 
effectively lighten their burden so 
the work goes faster. Your 
partnership with us is vital to 
complete the work, before it is 
too late for many yet without 
knowledge of Jesus Christ! 

OUR PURPOSE IS: 



On 18th November 2007 eleven 
volunteers set off from Dublin 
Airport. We were part of a team 
tasked with constructing a bridge 
in a remote area of Guinea, West 
Africa. As we landed in Conakry 
Airport it really did seem as if we 
had slipped back in time.  The 
heat, sounds, smells and sights as 
we travelled to our destination by 
jeep all left a lasting impression. 
We arrived some eight hours later 
in the middle of nowhere to find a 
river with a rather crude crossing 
point.  This was to be the site of 
our new bridge. 

 
The bridge site was only 1 mile 
from where FIA had successfully 
built the first “Jesus Bridge” in 
2006 and the completion of this 
second bridge would give the 
missionaries and local people year 
round access out of the region. 
The bridge which the local people 
had constructed was grossly 
undersized & inadequate for the 
flow of water. It was almost always 
under water in the rainy season. 
One man had drowned when he 
had attempted to cross the river 
several years ago. 
 
The little village we stayed in was 
called Ojague and the people there 
were mostly from the Tanda tribe. 
Two missionary families from NTM 
work there, Roger and Jen Enters 
and Ron and Heather Yearwood. 
We were made to feel very 
welcome but knew that we were 
there to work so we immediately 
began to organise our machinery 
and equipment. On the first day 
the dumper overheated and broke 
down about half way there and 
didn’t move again the rest of the 
trip. Not a very good start we all 
thought, but things were to get 
worse as around the third day  a 

track motor failed on our small 
excavator which was much more 
serious, some of us were thinking 
that completing the task was going 
to be impossible! 

Every morning in our quiet time 
Roger had been 
encouraging us from 
Gods’ Word and in 
our time of prayer he 
had been asking that 
the machinery would 
keep going. We had 
started to joke with 
him that maybe he 
should stop praying 
as everything seemed 
to be breaking down. 
However God was in 
charge and when 
finally our large lorry 
and crane unit broke 
down we decided to do some 
repairs. We worked late in the 
evening repairing the crane with 
limited spares but one lasting 
memory from this has to be three 
of us lying under the lorry working 
with head torches while around ten 
young boys watched and lay 
beside us, even passing tools 
when we needed them, I’ll never 
forget that. 

Work progressed well 
on the bridge and 
concrete supports 
were poured in place.  
Then the steel bridge 
was slowly assembled 
with the help of the 
local villagers. One 
impression that stays 
with me is how 
friendly and funny the 
locals were always 
ready to laugh, 
especially if you hurt 
yourself, bit like being 
at home really!  

After two weeks the bridge was 
finished and we all felt very 
privileged as we attended the 
grand opening and celebrations in 
Ojague. 
 
There are so many other things I 

could mention good food, fun, 
fel lowship, local bel ievers, 
missionaries, people, the heat, 
kids oh and did I mention the heat! 
Anyway if you want to experience 
these I suggest you contact 
Friends in Action and see for 
yourself. 
 
Andrew Lilburn 

The “Jesus  Bridge Two” Completed 

The old bridge 

Under construction 

Under construction 

Bridge 2 Team 

The new Bridge 



Over the past 12 
months FIA sent 5 
d i f f e ren t  t ea ms 
(including one from 
Wales) to drill wells in 
Burkina Faso and 
successfully drilled 
over 25 wells. Each 

team of 5 volunteers spent two 
weeks in remote villages assisting 
the full time drillers. FIA partnered 
with locally trained S.I.M. pastors 
and evangelists in villages where 
there is an urgent need for clean 

safe drinking water, but also where 
the Good news of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ has not yet been heard 
by all. 
The following is a report from the 
Monkstown Bapist Team: 
 
When the March 2008 team arrived 
in the Liptougou area  news of the 
drill teams arrival spread quickly and 
within minutes a large crowd of 
adults and children stood at a safe 

distance to view the modern miracle 
that is deep well water drilling. 
 
At our first attempt, the team found 
water at 150ft, unfortunately the 
hole collapsed in on itself and a 
whole day’s drilling was lost. We 
made the difficult decision to 

abandon this first attempt and move 
the drill rig to a new position at the 
opposite end of the village. Work 
started the next morning and by late 

afternoon God blessed us with a 
good well that remained stable.  The 
following day the team returned to 

install plastic liners and cap off the 
well. 
 
 During this time the local S.I.M. 
evangelists preached to the people 

and spoke of their need for spiritual 
water that could only be found in 
Jesus Christ. Over the course of the 
two week drilling operation several 
hundred adults & children made a 

declaration to follow Christ. 
Jonathan McCormick, who is 
involved with CEF in N.I., related to 

WATER OF LIFE 

Legacurry Team 



WATER OF LIFE 
the team how the 
pastors and evangelists 
were using exactly the 
s a m e  t e a c h i n g 
materials, flashcards & 
storybooks that would 
be used in a 5-day club 
or Sunday school. It is 
indeed the same Gospel 
and the same message, 
but taught under a 
baobab tree in West 
Africa! 
 
The final drill site was a 
Girl’s school. The 
school which teaches 
70-80 girls is part of the 
wider SIM programme 
to provide sound 
Biblical instruction as 
well as life skills. We 
well remember the joy, 
the laughter and even a 
few tears as we again 
hit water and capped 
the well. The local 
p e o p l e  a l w a y s 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r 
gratitude with a 
cooked chicken 
or perhaps a goat 
as a token of 
a p p r e c i a t i o n 
which was a huge 
sacrifice for them. 
All too soon it 
was a poignant St 
Patrick’s Day 
when six weary 
C h r i s t i a n s 
r e t u r n e d  t o 
B e l f a s t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
airport, but just a 
little bit richer for 
being afforded the 
opportunity to offer 
a cup of cold 
water in Christ’s 
name. 
 

Lisburn Cathedral Drill Team 

New Laptop to Aid  
in Bible Translation 

 
Last year Friends in Action were 
able to purchase a new laptop for 
NTM missionaries Ron and 
Heather Yearwood who are 
working to bring the Good News 
of Jesus Christ to the Tanda 
people in Guinea. Technology 
has a limited life span and this 
year a second laptop crashed 
which was being used to 
translate God’s word into the 
local Tanda language. The 
laptop was beyond repair so FIA 
were again delighted to partner 
with NTM in this work by 
donating a new Toshiba laptop. 

 
“We wish to thank you 
t r e m e n d o u s l y  f o r  y o u r 
partnership with us over the last 
five years.  We greatly 
appreciated the way you carried 
the projects of building two 
bridges and a well equipped, and 
efficiently functioning clinic.  You 
have attended to the projects as 
well as the Missionaries personal 
needs. We wish to thank you for 
the provision of the new Toshiba 
laptop for Ron.  This would aid in 
the translation work and would 
definitely help in the progress of 
the Tanda work.  Thanks for this 
great gift.  May God richly bless 
you all. I already presented this 
to Ron and he was elated upon 
receiving it.  He was particularly 
pleased with the features.   
I appreciate the time you took in 
finding the desired specification. 
He wil l  be attending a 
Translators workshop in Senegal 
in Mid November for two weeks. 
This computer will definitely be 
an asset.  Thanks so very much.” 

 
Ron and Heather Yearwood 

 

PWC Team 

Glenwood Community Church (Cardiff) Team 

Monkstown Baptist Team 



In October 2008 an FIA team went 
to Guinea, West Africa to the area 
where teams had previously 
constructed the ‘Jesus Bridge’ in 
2006, the clinic in 2007 and the 2nd 
bridge in November 2007.  It is in 
this area of Guinea that NTM 
Missionaries Ron and Heather 
Yearwood are attempting to reach 
t he  p redom ina te l y  Mus l im 
community with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The need arose to return 
and repair the track motor on the 
digger which had been used in the 
bridge project. However, as is often 
the case on the mission field, there 
is always plenty of additional work 
r e q u i r i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  T h e 
missionaries requested FIA install 
solar panels as an additional power 
source. The clinic also required 
work to the electrics. 
 
 Upon arrival the team were met 
with the discouraging news that the 
church which was planned to be 
built by the believers in Ojague had 
to be stopped because of 
opposition from Muslim neighbours. 
However in Gods plan He met the 
need in every way, not only did the 
team of 4 manage to get most of 
the tasks completed, but on the day 
before we left Ojague the digger 
spent the entire day working around 
the site where the church will be 
built! We also had the additional joy 
of hearing from the missionaries 
that Ojague is now officially a 2 
religion community, Muslim and 
Christian. Praise God! 
 
Working in temperatures in excess 
of 40ºc the digger track was fixed 
as well as a ram replaced and 
wiring mended, the dumper was 
repaired, a new track fitted to the 
All-Terrain vehicle (this is used by 
the missionaries to get to villages 
inaccessible by road), a new road  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

created along the side of the church 
site, church foundations completed, 
installation and repair of solar 
panels providing power to the clinic, 
rebooting the clinics computer, 
water pump replaced to supply 
water to the clinic, an additional 
water supply provided to the 
Doctors house, alterations made to 
clinic lighting, landscaping and 
roads widening, and repairs to the 
missionary vehicle.  

BURUNDI MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

Clinic of Mercy - Guinea Team Oct 2008 

Guinea shipment 

Guinea shipment 

Repairing the digger 

Transporting the digger 

Building the foundations 
to the first Christian 

Church in the Region 

Solar heating being  
installed 

And after treatment 

The new dental lab shipped 
from Belfast 

Guinea Work Team 

We rejoice at being part of this work but recognise it was only achieved because 
God put into the hearts of His servants to Pray, Give and Go. 

Before 

Rema Ministries are actively 
involved in the care and education 
of refugees and the disadvantaged 
in Burundi. This year Friends in 
Action assisted Rema Ministries to 

help buy medical supplies and 
equipment for their recently 
completed clinic and also a mobile 
clinic. With these facilities we 
demonstrate the love of God by 

caring for people in a practical way 
who are not able to afford treatment 
in the country’s hospitals. 



Friends in Action would like to say 
a big thank you to all the churches, 
colleges and supporters who 
attended the special meetings 

during November 2007 when 
Gracia Burnham made a first time 
visit to the province to share her 
story. 
 
For 17 years Gracia and Martin 
served with New Tribes Mission in 
the Philippines where Martin was a 
jungle pilot delivering mail, supplies 
& encouragement to other 
missionaries and transporting sick 
and injured patients to medical 
facilities. While celebrating their 
18th wedding anniversary at Dos 
Palmas Resort off Palawan Island, 
the Burnhams were kidnapped by 

the Abu Sayyaf Group, a militant 
group of Muslims. During their 376 
days of captivity, they faced near 
starvation, constant exhaustion, 
frequent gun battles, cold-hearted 
murder and intense soul-searching 
about God who sometimes seemed 
to have forgotten them. 
 
On June 7, 2002, Martin went 
home to be with the Lord he had 
served so faithfully, having been 
tragically caught in the crossfire 
between the Philippine military and 
the Abu Sayyaf terrorists. With 
great dignity and composure, 
Gracia told her story to eager 
listeners. Over the course of her 
visit several thousand attended, 
and believer and non-believers 
alike were moved by the real life 
trials and triumphs of a Christian 
missionary. At each venue, 
whether church, hall, college or 
hotel, Gracia was warmly received 
where many spoke of the 
encouragement Gracia had been to 
them personally. For those of us at 
FIA who had the opportunity to 
spend time with Gracia and her 
daughter, we were indeed richly 
blessed to be in the presence of 
Christian greatness, as she was in 

the pulpit, so she was among us - 
genuine, humble and a credit to her 
Saviour. 
 
The retiring freewill offering of 
£15000 collected during the course 
of the meetings will be used to 
further the good news of Jesus 
Christ among those still unreached 
through our water drilling project in 
Burkina Faso & other projects with 
N.T.M. & S.I.M. 

GRACIA BURNHAM VISITS NORTHERN IRELAND 

FIA Board with Gracia 

Lisburn Baptist 

Gracia and daughter Mindy 

SIM BIBLE COLLEGE CONSTRUCTION 

In February a team of builders 
travelled to Burkina Faso to assist in 
the construction of a Bible college 
for S.I.M. Gordon Campbell, co-
ordinated the NI team input to the 
project. 
 
As important as it is to build a good 
solid structure that will stand as a 
credit to our God, S.I.M missionary, 

Robert Ottosson, 
reminded the 
t e a m  h o w 
important it is to 
build relations 
with the local 
people. With this 
in mind the FIA 
team worked 
alongside the 
local Burkina 
b r i c k l a y e r s . 
U s i n g   a 
combination of 
English, French 

and the local ‘Gorma’ language we 
muddled through, although more 
often we resorted to pointing and 
hand-signals! 
 
The college has facilities for 
showering, toilets, kitchen and 
prayer & study rooms. At the end of 
the 4-week mission trip, FIA had 
completed the installation of the 

steel trusses, purlins and decking to 
the roof. 
 
 It was indeed a day to rejoice and 
offer thanks to God when the final 
profile roof sheet was fixed into 
place. For several team members 
this was the first time in Africa and 
after such a good experience hope 
to return. 



Football for Water 
On Friday 3rd October Lisburn 
Cathedral Men’s Fellowship, 
sponsored by First Trust Bank put 
together a football tournament at 
the Lisburn Leisure Plex to raise 
money to drill a water well in 
Burkina Faso.  A total of 22 teams 
from as far away as Whitehead 
and Portadown representing 
various churches and businesses 
entered. Over £4000 was raised on 
the night which is enough to drill 
one well. 
 
Friends in Action would like to 
thank Lisburn Cathedral Men’s 
Fellowship for organising the 

event, First Trust Bank for 
sponsorship and Coca-Cola for 
providing the refreshments. The 
£4000 raised will bring much 
needed water to over 500 people 
and it is our prayers that each well 
we drill will not only give physical 
refreshment to the people but that 
the missionaries and the churches 
we work along side will be able to 
use this to offer the people the true 
water of Life in Jesus.  
 
Friends in Action has been 
involved in drilling water wells in 
West Africa since 2002 and over 
this period we have drilled over 

100 wells providing fresh clean 
water for approximately 60,000 
people. With over 6000 deaths 
every day from unsafe drinking 
water the aim of FIA is to 
accelerate the good news of Jesus 
Christ among those who have not 
yet heard. This practical and very 
necessary act of Christian mercy 
shows God’s love for the people of 
Burkina Faso by providing clean 
drinking water other than from a 
contaminated ditch or unsafe 
swamp. Last year we successfully 
drilled 25 wells and our target for 
this year is 30 wells at a cost of 
£4000 per well.  

When Jim McCann, Director of 
Friends in Action, asked me if I had 
ever considered working in 
England, my immediate thought 
was that he had secured a lucrative 
contract and that financial riches 
were to be gained. Well, I was half 
right. Jim did have a contract in 
England and there were riches to 
be gained, but they weren’t 
financial! I had little insight into the 
work at New Tribes Mission and 
was really looking forward to going 
on the trip as I had done voluntary 
work with a building team the year 
after I got saved. 
 On Arrival at North Cotes we were 
shown to our accommodation and 
given a quick look at the project; a 
shower room and toilet in the 
student area badly in need of 
refurbishment. There were also a 
number of other small jobs which 
required attention if time permitted.  
We met a number of the 
maintenance team on the Saturday 
evening and worked out a plan of 
attack. Being independent  a n d 
used to making decisions  f o r 
myself was proving  hard for me. 
I was starting to understand why the 
 Friends in Action volunteer 
 declaration we signed said: 
 remember to maintain a   
  servant attitude…resist 
  the  temptation to inform 
 

 our hosts “how we do things”. 
 
 My cry for the next two days was 
“God give me grace”! And Praise 
His Name He did! Very often in the 
Christian life it’s not whether we are 
right or wrong in a particular 
situation,  but do we have the right 
attitude? Jesus said that he “came 
not to be served but to serve”. For 
me this was a lesson you couldn’t 
pay to learn! The work progressed 
well and by the end of the week we 
weren’t far from finished.  
Each night after dinner N.T.M. had 
arranged for someone connected 
with the Mission to come and speak 
to us. One night a missionary who 
had been with N.T.M for 43 years 
told us how he became involved as 
a teacher. He told us a lot about his 
experiences in Bolivia  
and said that he  
wouldn’t  

do anything differently if he had the 
choice of doing it again; other than 
walk closer with the Lord.  
The men on the maintenance team 
along with  their wives told how God 
had directed them to N.T.M. and 
told how they had served the Lord 
in different parts of the world. My 
favourite night was listening to the 
Bible Studies lecturer who gave us 
a brief introduction into James 
chapter 1. Each night was finished 
with a few cups of tea and coffee 
and the sampling of some fine 
homemade cooking.  
One thing which impressed me 
most with the various people we 
met was that they were called by 
God to do a job, not for great 
rewards or riches in this world but to 
be obedient to what God had called 
them to do. I met people who 
understood the words of Jim Elliot 
who said:  
 
“He is no fool who gives 
that which he cannot keep 
to gain that which he 
cannot lose”. 
 
Mervyn Genkins 

New Tribes Mission Training Collage 

FRIENDS in Action Intl - UK 
The Beeches, 1A Clonevin Park, 
Lisburn, Co. Antrim, BT28 3BL, 

Northern Ireland 
Tel: 028 9266 8194 

Email: FIA-UK@FIAintl.org 
Website: www.fiaintl.org 

Registered Charity Number XR59719 
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