Issue 3
Thank you for all your
prayers and financial support
to us as a family.
We thank God for how He
has used you to encourage
us. 2011/2012 will hold
many new challenges and we
look forward to working
alongside many more
volunteers and partner
mission organisations as we
press onwards in an effort to
demonstrate the love and
compassion of Christ.
Mark & Louise Collier

Life is certainly different in
Burkina Faso and we face
many challenges as we reach
out to those who have not
had the opportunity to hear
the Gospel of Christ.
Culture, language, work
environment & equipment, a
new home, school, fellowship
and transport have all
presented challenges, yet
God’s grace is sufficient.
Mountain top & deep valleys
are often daily experiences
serving in Burkina Faso.
We have settled into
Ouagadougou and have
made friends with other
missionaries. Louise’s first
year as a home-schooling
mum has been rewarding,
the kids experiencing school
activities, such as ‘camel
riding’, not found on the
curriculum in N. Ireland! As
we reflect on the 2010-11
drill season, over 35

volunteers have been
privileged to provide 19 wells
from 30 boreholes. Many
thousands of people in
Burkina Faso now have
access to clean drinking
water, and more
importantly, many people
have heard the
Gospel as a
result of
outreach
done
alongside
the drilling.
We praise
God for
those who
have trusted Him
as Saviour. Pray
that they will grow
as believers and
be a means of
bringing others to
Faith.

Please see the website for the complete volunteer
testimony & photographs of all articles

www.fiaintl.org

This year Friends in Action –
NI celebrated its 9th birthday.
Back in 2002 Ian Murphy and
I formed FIA to support
Mark & Louise Collier who
had been called into full time
ministry drilling water wells
in Ivory Coast.
We had no intention of
getting involved in other
projects, but God had other
plans for us!! - Since 2002
we have been involved in
numerous other projects and
sending teams around the
world to place such as
Ghana, Guinea, Kenya,
Burundi, Vanuatu,
Nicaragua, Burkina Faso,
PNG and England.
It hasn’t always been easy,
sometimes wondering how
God will ever use this work
to bring people to himself.
But the parable of the ‘Sower
and the Seed’ reminds us
that it is our job to sow in
faith and to trust God to reap
what has been sown.

Another
wonderful
experience
in the Lords
work
constructing
replacement
homes for
the Miskito
people of
Nicaragua.
FIA had
previously
purchased a block making
press and demonstrated to
the locals how to make their
own blocks.

Since our last newsletter
Mark & Louise Collier and
their young family have
returned to full time service
drilling wells, we’ve had the
privilege of being involved in
the opening of the first
Christian Church in the
deeply Muslim area of
Guinea, we have seen people
come in their hundreds to a
saving faith in Jesus as we
drill for water in their
villages.
It is our prayer that when
you read about some of
these projects and the
personal testimonies of some
of the volunteers, it will
inspire you in your personal
walk with God and motivate
you to share the heart of
God that all nations, tribe
and tongue may know him.

New directors at
FIA-UK

Friends in Action welcome
the return of Ian Murphy
as a director to the UK
board of FIA. Ian is an
accountant, is married to
Pamela and they have
three adult children.

Please consider joining us in
this journey!
Drew Johnston

By May of this year the locals
had made all the blocks and
erected the 4 walls for each
of the replacement homes.
Every trip however has its
defining moments, and
although there are many
things I will remember about
this trip, the one that really
touched me was meeting a
blind man.
John Robinson
Read the full story at

www.friendsinaction.org.uk/completedprojects.html

Friends in Action are
delighted to announce the
inclusion of Nigel Reid as a
new director unto the UK
board of FIA. Nigel is a
builder, is married to
Karen and they have three
children

The roof team’s stories

During Easter week I was
part of the 1st FIA roof team
that also included Harold,
Nigel & Jim who were tasked
with replacing a leaking flat
roof on a building used by
NTM as a Laundry facility.
Monday we prepared for the
crane’s arrival and set up the
trusses. Early Tuesday, the
crane arrived, it was all
hands on deck to get the
roof timbers completed and
the roofing felt on before we
finished on Friday evening.
Before our departure, with
God’s help we had the roof
closed-in, ready for the 2nd
team to finish off the project.
In the
evenings we
got to meet
some of the
missionaries
and hear of
their work.
It would
have been
great to
have heard
more. It was a privilege to
meet the NTM students to
hear how God was working
in their lives and preparing
them for service. It was a
blessing to work with NTM
and the FIA team and a time
of both great challenge &
encouragement.
Keith Wilson

I was part of the 2nd FIA
team with Drew, James &
Nigel. Our task was to
complete the NTM roof
on the laundry building
which the previous
FIA/NTM team had
commenced. We started
each day with breakfast
at 7am followed by a
short time of fellowship
and prayer. We laid 4500
roof tiles!
In the evenings we got a
small insight into the
students’ lives and their
plans for their future. We
thank the Lord for great
weather, good health and
safe keeping on the roof.
We enjoyed great team
unity and fellowship with
everyone on campus. We
pray the Lord would bless
each one in His service.
David Megaw

Before

After

Welcome to the Friends in
Action Well Drilling ministry.
Our work is based in Burkina
Faso, a land locked country
in Sub-Saharan West Africa
and is one of the poorest
countries in the continent of
Africa. Burkina Faso has a
population of approximately
11 million most of whom live
on less than £1 per day. Lack
of safe drinking water can
reduce life expectancy to as
low as 34 years. Safe clean
water is a real problem in
Burkina Faso and it is not
unusual for women to walk
several miles each day to
gather water from an unsafe
hand dug well or a well
which is visited by animals.
We have found the gift of a
well opens the way for the
Gospel as well as
transforming the
village and the
surrounding area.
The women in
the village

instead of having to walk
several miles each day with
water pots on their heads
are now able to draw clean
safe drinking water at the
village well. The health of the
people improves as they are
now able to grow their own
crops and attain a higher
degree of sustainability.
We have our own drill rig
and support vehicles in
country as well as a team of
full-time workers. Our fulltime staff are
assisted by
volunteers,
usually for
a two
week
mission
trip. There
are
opportunities
to be part of a
volunteer
team each
year
during
the drill
season,
from
October to
April. Please
check the

volunteer teams section for
more information on how to
become involved. We look
forward to hearing from you.

“Gates of Hell”
The November 2010 team
was left in no doubt that the
“Gates of Hell” were working
to prevent the building of His
Church. They did not prevail!
The delay in drilling
permitted the local Pastor 3
days to preach the Gospel.
The Gospel meetings were
held in sight of the drill rig;
very significant as the Pastor
explained the well was being
provided by followers of
Jesus who expected nothing
in return. Not until very late
on the fourth day was water
found. FIA estimate it should
to be able to supply in
excess of 2000 gallons per
hour! Successful wells were
drilled in 2 more villages.
During our two weeks in
Burkina Faso we drilled 940
feet, producing in excess of
4000 gallons of clean fresh
water. But more importantly,
the Gospel was preached to

800 unreached souls and
over 300 came to faith.
Christ is indeed adding to His
Church daily such as should
be saved.
Brian Watson

big strong skilled team, and
we worked hard with the
heavy steel casings and
literally hammered them into
the ground. It failed, but we
were still in the will of the
Lord and now we can see His
plan to use the small
things. We've all been
taught lessons. God was
showing us that's where
he wanted us to be.

recommend it. On both
mission teams I came back
with more than I gave!

Mike McClean

Great news.
They have got a good well in
Lougouri and were standing
beside it as they talked to
me on the phone. The water
was clearing and it looks like
it will be a good supply.
We can see the Lord in His
perfect purpose in this now,

a small team drilling through
the night and now God has
provided. Pastor Ezekiel will
be able to tell the people of
how water was brought to
Lougouri and will be able to
explain it was not a team of
men, but God.
I don't believe it's in any way
a "down" on us, we were a

Take Two
The December 2010
team was my 2nd time
in Burkina even though I
was anxious about the
heat. Psalm 121 was a great
challenge, so taking a step of
faith and trusting God to look
after me I volunteered again.
I don’t have drilling skills,
but if you are prepared for
general labouring you will fit
right in.
During the mission I had to
remind myself that we
actually live in the
same world as the
villagers. I had seen
videos, but nothing
brings it home to you
until you see it with
your own eyes. Even
though the people
have virtually nothing,
they seem content with
clean drinking water,
something we take for
granted. When you do
hit water, the joy of the
people is overwhelming.
I recall the Pastor teaching
the villagers about Jesus.
For many, this was maybe
the first time they heard the
good news of Jesus and
many people trusted in the
Lord as their Saviour. Having
been twice, I would

Michael Fulton

HOW WILL
THEY HEAR?
SHORT –TERM
OPPORTUNITIES
Are you prepared to help us in
our task to make Christ
Known?
If you are interested in joining a
FIA drill team to Burkina Faso
next season see below for provisional dates and contact us
at fia-uk@fiaintl.org
or 028 92 668194
•
24/09/11 – 15/10/11
•
29/10/11 – 12/11/11
•
26/11/11 – 10/12/11
•
07/01/12 – 21/01/12
•
04/02/12 – 18/02/12
•
03/03/12 – 17/03/12
•
31/03/12 – 14/04/12
•
22/09/12 – 13/10/12
•
27/10/12 – 10/11/12
•
24/11/12 – 0812/12
Check website for details of
other projects/dates

Our shipping department is
very small but very busy!
Guinea, West Africa
In August we shipped a crate
containing medical supplies,
a dental chair, and other
tools to Guinea in advance of
a work team from Portadown
arriving in October. The
equipment was necessary to
enable the team to complete
the construction of the
Church & Clinic in this deeply
Muslin area of Guinea.
Burkina Faso, West Africa
In September volunteers
packed a 40 foot container
with a back up compressor
for our drill rig, steel casing
and other equipment to
support our drilling operation

in Burkina Faso. Included in
this shipment were also
personal items for Mark &
Louise Collier. Everything
from nappies to the kitchen
sink!
Papua New Guinea
In November volunteers
packed a 20 foot container
for NTM in Papua New
Guinea. Included in this
shipment were two
generators, mitre saws,
welders, hand grinders &
assorted tools. All necessary
to enable the missionaries to
survive in the jungles of
PNG, where they live and
bring the Gospel to the local
people. Also included in this
were many personal items
for mission families.

We praise the Lord for this
provision and for the people
he brought to us to get this
hard work done. The
containers were all packed
by volunteers. Many of the
items were either donated or
provided at a reduced rate.
We praise the Lord for His
goodness to see the people
of Guinea, Burkina Faso and
PNG reached with the Good
News of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

This was a mission trip I had
not planned to be part of.
Indeed I knew virtually
nothing about Nicaragua until
I met Tim Johnston, the
international director of

Friends in Action. He outlined
the need for a plumber for
the mission team in January.
Four weeks later I was on
board a plane to Nicaragua!
I was part of a work team of
five men besides local help.
Our task was to complete the
building of a property for

Thirteen years ago, we
began work among the
Tanda people in Guinea.
They spoke a language which
has never been reduced to
written form, and never
before spoken by a
foreigner. We embarked
upon the daunting task of
befriending and learning
their language and culture
and have since developed a
written alphabet, producing
literacy materials as well as
beginning the translation of
the Bible in the Tanda
language.
Previous to our arrival,
modern medicine was
unknown to the Tandas, with
Malaria and childhood
infectious diseases being the
major causes of death. One
year we witnessed many

FIA’s full time
Pastor and
his family.
We were to
fully plumb,
wire and
install a
kitchen and
bathroom
in 2 weeks.
FIA planted
a church in
this area, starting with just
a few it has grown so big
FIA may need to expand
the church building. The
work we set out to do was
accomplished; we were able
to leave the family with a
house that had electricity
and running water.
Returning home I reflected
once again at what God can
do with so little. He even
provided the rain we needed
in the underground collection

deaths from measles which
led us to help them with
their medicinal needs.

tank on the last day of the
mission trip that allowed us
to test the water pump &
plumbing system! This was a
real answer to prayer
at exactly the right moment,
one that still thrills me when
I think on it. I love to serve,
the Lords reward is always
much more than we put into
service for him.
John Robinson

help the work would have
progressed at a slower pace.

Friends in Action (FIA)
assisted us with the building
of a health centre, as well as
fitting it out. It is now an
efficient clinic which services
many people, even those
from the neighbouring
country of Guinea-Bissau.
The village was very
isolated, separated from the
main towns due to
inaccessible roads and 2
rivers. Therefore, FIA built
and financed a Bailey bridge.
They also helped in financing
the Ojague church building
and installing the electrical
wiring for this. Without their

We are extremely thankful
for FIA for their work as it
has opened the hearts of the
people to listen to the
Gospel. - Their work truly
accelerated the Gospel to the
Tanda people
Ron and Heather Yearwood
(New Tribes Mission
Missionaries)

a deprived medical
world. They depend
on God for
everything. Why
should we complain?
We have a very
good medical system
which we should be
thankful for and God
certainly meets our
every need.

The team of 8 was led by
David Rainey of FIA. We
served alongside Ron &
Heather Yearwood, NTM
missionaries who serve fulltime with the Tanda tribe in
Guinea, West Africa. As a
practice nurse I was
interested in the medical
situation. The Doctor
responsible for medical help
in the tribe had limited
experience and is not fully
qualified. He also suffered

from diabetes and had to be
educated in its symptoms,
treatment & diet.
Cleanliness was not an
option and waiting times to
see the Doctor can be hours
in the hot sunshine. There is
no hospital available for the

Valerie Abraham
tribe and outside
medical help is 8
hours away.
Cataracts,
Diphtheria,
Down syndrome
and malaria are
very common.
Some medicines
are
available
but must
be paid for
and locums
from the
town
charge a hefty price,
however the people are
very poor and few can
afford it.
The Christian Tanda
people are very happy, laidback trusting individuals
their goal being to survive in

To support friends in Action financially, as a
volunteer, through a 'Gift in kind' or for any other
information please contact:
Telephone:
00 44 (0) 28 9266 8194
E - Mail:
fia-uk@fiaintl.org
Website:
www.fiaintl.org

Postal:
Friends In Action
The Beeches
1A Clonevin Park
Lisburn
Co. Antrim
BT28 3BL
N. Ireland

