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How does one talk about drilling wells in
Burkina Faso?
Words and pictures only do so
much to describe the incredible
need for water, they don’t give
justice to the amazing work that is
happening through the drilling of
wells - or the opportunities that
explode into sharing the Word
of God and the love of our Lord
Jesus Christ to people who are
physically and spiritually thirsting.
For 13 years Friends in Action has
been working among the people

of West Africa, asking ‘what is the
greatest need?’ Every time the
answer has remained steady and
true – ‘We need water!’ Mossi,
Fulani, Gourma, Dagara, Lobi,
Tuareg, the list goes on and on
of the people that we’ve met –
Muslim, Animistic, Christian... all
these differences are pushed to
one side and their singular need
unites them as one.
Many of these places in need are
in very remote parts of Burkina
Faso; the government has no
means to provide water for these
people, so the people make do
with whatever they get their hands
on. This brackish water that they
drink is riddled with germs and
bacteria causing disease, which
can often lead to death. One
child dies somewhere around the
world every nineteen seconds
from water related disease’s
(4500/day).

www.fiaintl.org

it.” The reality of this
never quite sank in until
we pulled up into the
small village of Haaba,
Burkina Faso. What I
heard wasn’t the roar
of the motors, but the
joyous sounds of song,
dance and collective
celebrating from
the locals. It was an
amazing sight in such
a remote place like
western Africa.

We are the hands and feet of the
God who loves the world – it’s to
us that God has given the ministry
of sharing the gospel of Jesus. It’s
up to us to help the poor, “for the
poor will be always with us” and by
doing so glorifying God!
It’s amazing to see how this need
for water brings people together
to listen, see and learn that God in
Heaven loves them, and through
us God is showing his love to
these people.
During our 8 years in Burkina
Faso, FIA has partnered with
several missions organizations
and evangelical groups
throughout the country, drilling
wells as a means to reach out and
evangelise to these communities.
On arriving in a village one
volunteer when asked what God
taught him, responded with
a profound statement, “I was
blessed and never knew it. On
the other hand those in Africa are
sick and they have never known

What was it that brought
such joy to these people?
Perhaps this was their
way of welcoming us, or
even motivating us. In my
mind I was convinced it was
the anticipation of having
clean water to drink and
in part this was true. While
unloading pipe and rigging
up, my friend Matt asked if I
wanted to know what it was they
were saying. Much to my shame
it had nothing to do with us and
everything to do with God! They
were praising and praying to God
these words. “For three years we
have prayed to you and today you
have answered our prayer!” What
an impression upon their lives!

Welcome
Jesus when he died and
before he ascended
commanded His disciples to
go into all the world with the
Gospel (Matt. 28:18-20).
“For the Son of Man came to
seek and to save what was
lost.” (Luke 19:10, NIV). As
the Father sent Jesus on that
mission, Jesus now sends us
to the remotest places—
jungles, villages, deserts
slums, apartments, housing
estates, cities, and to gatedcommunities (John 20:21)
Going into remote and
isolated deserts and villages
where few want to go is at
the heart of Friends in Action.
In this latest edition of our
newsletter we hope and pray
you will be both excited and
encouraged by how God has
been using Friends in Action
to demonstrate God’s love as
we partner with other mission
agencies in various places
around the world.
Drew Johnston
(Chairman)

This last 13 years of well drilling
have opened the doors of many
unreached villages to the Gospel.
300 locations drilled have
yielded countless cups of water
given in Christ’s name revealing
to many for the first time a loving
Heavenly Father. Thousands have
responded to Christ professing
Him as Lord. Rejoice with us as
Christ is exalted in Burkina Faso,
pray with us for more souls to be
saved and give with us as more
wells are drilled for those still
waiting, unreached and needy!

A New Rig!
Our Ingersoll Rand TH10 drilling rig
began its life in W. Africa with Friends
in Action (FIA) back in 2001 after
already having completed 20+ years
of work elsewhere around the world.
It has served us on over 300 drilling
jobs since 2001 providing safe clean
drinking water for over 150,000
people, often in challenging and
difficult to reach environments. So
it is no surprise that it had reached
the end of its effective working life
span. Taking up more and more
time focused on maintenance and
costly repair works rather than
drilling the decision was taken
in September 2011 to purchase
a new drilling rig to ensure the
ongoing delivery of the ‘Water of
Life’ ministry in Burkina Faso and
surrounding W. Africa.
A Dando, Watertec
6 rig at the cost
of £250,000
capable of drilling
to 200+ metres is
what the Lord has
provided through
the generosity and
support of His people.
We are thrilled that
this rig will further add
to FIA’s ability to serve
and support evangelical
partner missions, reaching
the unreached through the
provision of a cup of water
in Christ’s name into areas
where we previously have
had difficulty drilling.
Thank you for your
prayers and support of
FIA as we have trusted
the Lord for His
provision. He knows
and meets our need!
What a faithful God we
serve!
Drew Johnston

Legacurry Presbyterian Church Team
September 2012
After a few weeks back into the
rain and cold weather, the memory
of heat and drought of Burkina
Faso begins to fade a little. Then
we remember the excitement on
the faces of people who have
just seen water from a borehole
that is their answer to prayer. We
remember villagers, who can now
keep their children healthy and
recall how a new school will be
sustained with water supplies we
helped provide. Suddenly it is all
clear again.
Legacurry Church has been
sending teams to help with water,
schools and other projects in
Burkina Faso, since 2003, working

alongside a local Christian
development organisation,
AEAD and, since 2005 with
Friends in Action. This team
included Don, Neil, Gareth, Ian
and Robert .For most this was
their first visit.
After a day of preparation in
the FIA workshop we set out
to a site of a proposed new
SIM community development
project. God blessed our
work there. After 3 previous
failed attempts a new well is
in place to support the great
work planned for this area.
Our trip east took us past
Fada, to drill 3 wells in villages .
Again, God blessed our work as
we drilled 2 wells successfully.
Camping out under the stars was
a highlight of the trip, albeit in
the company of some serious
insect life! The third well had to
be postponed as soft ground
made it impossible to get to the
site.
Back towards Ouagadougou,
we drilled our final well at a
Christian school at Ziga, where 5
teachers look after around 380
pupils, including the children of
one of the country’s main animist
witch doctors. A very deep well
was needed there and it all got
too much for the drilling rig. A
major component failure damaged
the rig and left 30 rods and a drill
bit down the hole! This meant
a further day in the workshop
to make temporary repairs but
God was, once again, in charge
and enabled us to complete this
important well on the Friday
before we returned, tired but
inspired, to the cold and wet
weather of home.

While on this project we were
joined by English friends, working
with UK charity, Transform Burkina,
on community development
projects in the north. When we
met up, they recounted a visit to
Leba, where local people still refer
to their well as being the main
catalyst for church and community
development. It turned out this
was the first well drilled by FIA in
Burkina Faso in 2005 – with help
from a previous Legacurry teamanother source of inspiration to us
all!
Robert McCullagh

Well Drilling Team November 2012
Attempting to sum up two weeks
in Burkina Faso on a well drilling
team in a short article is quite
a challenge. However, below are
some of the things that stood out.
The heat, is the first thing that
hits you as you step out of the
air conditioned plane. You enjoy
it and endure it in roughly equal
measure. The parched land, rivers
that no longer flow, shrunken
water holes, and also plenty of
evidence of a good harvest this
year.The people, crowded into the
capital, scattered thinly in the rest
of a large and poor country .for
most of whom mains electricity
and piped water can only be an
unattainable dream. The water, and
bringing it to the surface from far
below, transforms the lives of all,
Christian and Muslim alike. We
will never forget their anticipation
and excitement as they gathered
to watch the drilling and their joy
when the water appeared.
The Church, which requested
Friends in Action to come, the
pastor who shared the gospel
with those who gathered at the
drilling and the members who
gathered with

us to pray around the new well.
all gave thanks to God for this
precious gift and asked for his
blessing on the Church of Christ
in their community. Standing with
our African brothers in Christ at
those times gave fresh meaning
to Paul’s words – “You are all one
in Christ Jesus”, and a thrill to my
own heart.
We were frustrated when our
drilling rig sank in soft ground.
In the process of getting it back
on solid ground we discovered
the differential had been badly
damaged. Several days of drilling
were lost and we were able to
complete only three wells instead
of the five we had hoped for.
Amid the frustration our faith was
renewed. We were challenged
again to commit our need to our
Heavenly Father and we saw how,
before we called, he had answered
to “work everything together for
our good”. Our two Canadian
colleagues, Dean and Ryan,
who had been doing necessary
maintenance on equipment, were
still with us and made a temporary
repair.
Finally, thanks and praise. We were
privileged to be able to serve and
to be led by Mark and Matt, two
very faithful servants. We thank
God for their love and care for us
and for the hospitality lovingly
shown to us by them and their
wives, Louise and Megan. They
all need our prayers as they
carry a heavy responsibility
when leading drilling teams,
enduring lengthy periods of
separation from their families
in Ouagadougou. We pray too
that the Church in Burkina Faso
will grow both in numbers and
in maturity.
Denis Fullerton

Back in Ivory Coast
When civil war broke out in Ivory
Coast in 2002, the ‘Water of Life’
ministry was forced to move to
Ghana. Since then over 200 wells
have been drilled in Ghana and
Burkina Faso. Thousands have
heard the Gospel and many have
come to know Christ as Saviour.
However, we have always longed
to return to Ivory Coast. The Lord
answered our prayers and FIA
returned in February 2013 with
‘Unevangelized Fields Mission’. The
border crossing went smoothly
and we arrived safely at the first
village. The Muslim brother of
one of the few Christians in the
village visited the team; he asked
to speak with the Christian pastors
as he had questions about God.
That same day, as we hit water
we heard the wonderful news of
this man coming to faith. What an
encouragement to the team!
The roads to the second village
were scarred from civil unrest and
moving the trucks was challenging.
The next day Pastor Kone shared

his testimony with the team
and welcomed us to his
village. Encouraged by the
arrival of the well drilling
ministry in his home village,
the gospel was preached
with much zeal. Two ladies
arrived the next morning to
speak with Pastor Kone. After
counselling, the ladies chose
to leave their past behind
them and follow God’s way.
What a blessing! The drilling
process in this village was
difficult but the team did
not give up and a well was
completed.
In the third village, some
villagers had placed a curse
on us, that we would never
find water. The team worked
in shifts with half the team
praying whilst the other half
drilled. It was physically and
mentally draining, especially
when the first hole turned
out dry. Upon meeting with
the village chief; he professed
worry over whether
we would find a well,
as others had been
unsuccessful. I informed him
we would choose a location
but then leave it to God’s
will. He said, that if God
provided water then he
would go to church himself.
We were visited by Pastor
Jacques Kouassi, an
Ivorian who had worked
previously with FIA;
Jacque’s village still await
a well. Whilst drilling, the
chief arrived. He spoke
with Jacques, as this was
happening, water began
to flow from the ground.
A powerful testimony to
all in the village of Christ’s
compassion! Proof, we were
not cursed and that God

had provided. Challenged by the
testimony of Jacques and the
visible provision of water from
God, the chief wanted to give his
life to Christ, but delayed, saying
that he needed to perform rituals
and sacrifices for his people.
Please pray for this man, that he
would turn from animism and seek
forgiveness.
Our time in Ivory Coast was a
time of spiritual blessing and felt
in many ways like a homecoming.
Please pray for Jacques, that next
season the Lord will bless him with
a much needed well whilst also
praising the Lord for the great
things He has done in Ivory Coast.
Mark Collier

Colliers
Family life in Ouagadougou is
a little different from that in N.
Ireland to say the least but we
continue to know that the well
drilling ministry, W. Africa is where
the Lord wants us to be serving
Him and that He holds us in the
palm of His hand. The prayers
of God’s people have carried us
through many challenging times
and we want to thank everyone for
their encouragement, support and
prayers. We thank the Lord for how
He meets all of our needs.
Home schooling is going well and
it is hard to believe that Anna
will soon be joining Joshua and
Rachel in FROG (Fully Relying On
God) School. Spending a lot of
time apart as a family due to the
drilling work is difficult so we really
enjoy whatever time we manage
to get together away from drilling.

Tim Wilson

Diesel mechanics, welding, HGV
driving, team management,
– just some of the skills that
I developed whilst spending
6 months well drilling in
Burkina Faso, and neighbouring
countries, with the Friends in
Action Water for Life project! I
had previously been on a couple
of well drilling teams, but staying
for the entire season gave me

We are thankful to spend a few
months every year in N. Ireland
when it is not possible to drill due
to the rainy season, and always
look forward to this time of seeing
family, friends and supporters.
“The LORD will guide you always;
He will satisfy your needs in a sunscorched
land and will
strengthen
your frame.
You will be
like a wellwatered
garden, like
a spring
whose
waters
never
fail.”
Isaiah 58:11
a much better appreciation for
the amount of work that goes
on behind the scenes, and for
the dedication of Mark and
Matt (and their families) to the
mission.
There were so many highlights
during my time in Burkina Faso–
the provision of clean water to
the poorest people; the answers
to prayer; seeing the Gospel
being preached and responded
to; the fellowship with people
from around the world; the
evidence of God’s love, power
and sovereignty – the list goes
on! Yes, there were tough times
– the long days, machinery
breakdowns, the thousands of
kilometres driven on poor roads,
the heat…..but you soon forget
about those when you see clean
water flowing from the ground!
Whilst it was great to see lives

improved by the provision of safe
water, it was even more exciting
to see lives transformed by the
Gospel, and I continue to pray
that God will use the work of
Friends in Action in Burkina Faso
to further His kingdom.

New Tribes Mission
In 1999 New Tribes Mission
(NTM) moved their UK Bible
school from Matlock Derbyshire
to North Cotes Lincolnshire due
to their need for expansion. This
new property covering an area
of forty acres and a former RAF
base included office buildings,
large residential blocks, classroom
buildings, a dining area and much
more.
In order for NTM to operate
comfortably on this site and
meet current regulations many of
these buildings have needed to be
renovated and upgraded.
In 2007 Friends In Action
approached NTM to offer our
services in any way possible to
help with the massive task at hand.

A survey trip was then made in
late 2007 to confirm a project for
a work team for Spring 2008. We
decided on the refurbishment of a
men’s bathroom suite, specifically
a shower block. The eight-man
team made up of volunteers
included joiners, plumbers,
painters etc. worked well together
and much was accomplished
during our week stay. We are so
thankful that the friendship with
NTM has remained strong.

Our biggest project to date at the
property was the reroofing of a
laundry building. This project of
replacing a flat roof with a pitched
truss roof was certainly challenging
with men working at height and
having to meet local building
regulations.

Other teams have helped with
much smaller projects but with
no less importance. These
have included other bathroom
refurbishments, pouring concrete
Each year from then we have been footpaths, painting, remolding
student accommodation, filling
invited back to assist with this
kitchens, upgrading office space
refurbishment and maintenance,
etc. It has been encouraging to see etc.
volunteers come forward for these
Jim McCann
work teams and give of their time
and talents for the Lords work.

This is what John Robinson had to
say:
I had another great time away with FIA. Not
the usual trip I would have went on but it was a
real blessing to be a member of this team.
Working at the New Tribes headquarters
in North Cotes England was an amazing
experience as I came home refreshed
within my spirit having spent a short
week with the Lords people from all
around the globe. It was a blessing
and encouragement hearing of the
wonderful things God has been and is
doing around the world.
The work was great and having a
plumbing store on site while doing
mission work was like wow amazing!!
This had me excited though I still
missed my van, however being able
to drive to a nearby plumb centre
and ask for what we needed in our own language
was great.
Doing 2 trips into Grimsby with the guys meant
I had a great opportunity to have a good chat
with both Andy and Gary. (NTM staff) Andy
and I shared our testimonies together and Gary

shared with me about his recent well drilling trip with his
grandsons which was great as I could relate having been
drilling in Burkina Faso two years ago myself.
The food, hmmm I could write a full report on it. It was
fantastic - 10:30 each day freshly made scones with
clotted cream, jam and fresh REAL Coffee.
Thank you Rosie.
Lunch times, and evening meals we had at various folks
homes and the food was great everywhere. I must have
put on half a stone. Being in different peoples homes
was fantastic as we got to hear about what God had
been doing in different peoples lives and what was
going on in various countries around the world.
We also had a class held for us each evening during
which we had a few reports on mission work and
also some teaching from the word. This was great
for me and a huge encouragement to continue to
serve God however and whenever I can.
So often at home it is so easy to get caught up in
the rat race and all too soon we can lose sight of
our actual goal as believers. Being away from it
altogether not having to consider organising work
for the next day allowed me to spend more time
focusing on Him and what He really wants from me.
A great portion of scripture that comes to mind is
Mark 14 verse 8. ‘She hath done what she could’.
The words of verse 8 say it all, and I challenge
whoever may read this to consider this question ‘Are
you doing what you can for the Lord?’ Martha was
busy focusing on all that had to be done around the
home for the guests, while Mary focused on pouring
out all that she had for the Lord. Surely this is all
God asks of us. Do what you can, don’t seek to do
the impossible. That is what God does through us
if He so chooses to do so. We just need to focus
on Him and do what we can.
It thrills me that since I have been saved God has
taken me with the little ability that I have as a
plumber into various parts of the world and let me
use just what I had for Him. Nothing special yet
God has shown me many amazing things on this
wonderful journey day by day revealing Himself to
me.
A great refreshing trip as always meeting more of
my wonderful brothers and sisters from around
the world, now I look forward to my next trip to
Nicaragua, God is good.

If you have a construction skill or would like to come
along as a helper in a future team please get in touch.
jimmccann@fiaintl.org

This is what NTM said about FIA
Our relationship with FIA
started in 2008, when a team of
willing volunteers came to help us
here at New Tribes Mission, North
Cotes, Lincolnshire.

The FIA team’s
expertise and willingness to
work has been a huge blessing in
completing bigger projects such
as the re-roofing of the laundry
building but also
smaller jobs that
just never seem to
get done.

for God’s glory and having an
opportunity to share a wider view
of world missions.
Andy Smith, NTM England

The first project was to refurbish
the men’s shower room in the
single students’ dormitory and
now a team helps us out for one or
It is not just the
two weeks every year.
practical help that
These teams are such an
is appreciated but
encouragement to the CMT
also the fellowship
(campus management team), a
and team work
relatively small group of men who
of enthusiastic
have the responsibility for the
Christians
building needs and day to day
working together
maintenance of the forty acre site.

Friends in Action Donates Laptops for the Fulani
Ministry centre, Gampela, Burkina Faso
produce evangelistic radio
shows to be aired in different
Fulani regions in the country. He
already has quite a lot of the
equipment to make this happen
but certain components, such
as a computer for editing and
storing recording, was still
needed.
Fulani Bible School (EBDL)
Friends in Action were able
to donate suitable computers
which took Pastor Elie one
step closer to having a
recording studio at the
Ministry centre.
The Fulani ministry centre at
Gampela operates as a resource
for ministries amongst the Fulani
people throughout Burkina
Faso. Elie Bande is the director
of the centre and as part of
his vision was aiming to set up
a recording studio in order to

At the Gampela site there is also
the Fulani Bible School (École
Biblique Duroowo Lobbo) . This
is a very strategic ministry in
reaching the Fulani as they work
on training Fulani pastors and
evangelists to minister amongst
their own people.

Thanks to FIA’s generosity the
school now has the ability for
both full time staff to produce
teaching materials and write
courses in electronic form. As the
school operates on solar power it
is an added bonus to be able to
provide them with a laptop which
runs very efficiently and easy to
transport between the school
and the offices in the centre of
Ouagadougou.
On behalf of the Bible School and
the Fulani ministry centre I would
like to offer my sincere thanks for
helping us in this way as we work
towards reaching the Fulani of
Burkina Faso with the good news
of Jesus Christ.
Mark Gibson (Serving with
Sat the Fulani Bible School at
Gampela) Burkina Faso.

Frazer Graham Joins FIA – USA
In December Frazer Graham
joined Randy and Debbie Fain
from California as a full-time
member of the team in Vanuatu.
Vanuatu is a small island in the
South Pacific - west of Fiji and
East of Australia comprising 88
islands with over 109 language
groups.
The area is mountainous and
rugged, with few roads, leaving
many people groups accessible
only by boat, hiking, or flying.
This isolation means that the
native people and the missionaries
who serve them are cut off from
sources of healthcare, education,
and skills training. It can take
10 hours to travel by boat for a
journey of less than 2 hours by
road.
It is a very beautiful and tropical
island, and a favourite holiday
destination for many Australians.
Inland, however, is very different.
The people, while very friendly,
have no knowledge of the love of
Jesus Christ.
FIA purchased a 250-acre farm
within a 10-minute drive from
the town of Luganville, and a
guesthouse in Luganville, for the
purpose of providing necessary
services for nationals and local
missionaries. At the farm, FIA built
and equipped a mechanical repair
and joinery shop, sent a portable
sawmill, drilled a well for water,
purchased and erected two water
tanks and installed a water system.
FIA also shipped in supplies
such as a CAT digger, a Kubota
tractor, bulldozer and a pickup
truck. Nationals are employed
and trained as we clear land for
further property development.
National workers care for the
cattle on the ranch, operate a
sawmill, and repair machinery for
the local people and missionaries.
Nationals are learning helpful skills
such as woodworking, welding,

mechanics, metal fabricating, and
construction, as well as getting
to work alongside Christians who
share the love of Christ Jesus with
them.
Frazer worked as a water engineer
technician for the Northern
Ireland Civil Service. He’s a
member of Newtownbreda Baptist
Church in Belfast, and has led their
9-12 year olds’ youth club for ten
years. For the last four summers he
has led summer adventure camps
for teenagers.
Frazer received a call for full
time mission work 13 years ago
when God challenged him to do
something different with his life by
using the practical gifts He gave
him for His glory. He has gone on
14 short-term mission trips over
the past seven years, serving God
in many countries such as: France,

Morocco, Senegal, Niger, Capetown, Kenya, Madagascar, Israel,
Haiti, Philippines and Cambodia.
Last year, Frazer went to Vanuatu
for five weeks to build cabins
and teach woodworking to the
local men. He will now continue
doing woodwork and building
maintenance in Vanuatu as well
as teaching these skills to the
nationals.
One project Frazer worked on
since arriving in Vanuatu in
December 2012, was with the
Vanuatu Public Works Department
to repair a stream crossing on the
road to Big Bay. The crossing had
a culvert that was too small and
had been blocked. A digger was
used to excavate the road and
install the larger concrete culverts.
This enabled the local people to
travel quickly and safely to school
hospital, markets and church.

Frazer also has been working very
closely with the local nationals,
supervising and training them in joinery
skills and building a new kitchen /
dining block. Unlike home, all the blocks
and reinforced concrete beams have to
be made by hand on site and then lifted
into position. This will be used by teams
who come over on a short-term trip, to
help on other building projects such as
the Big Bay road project.
The Big Bay Project is a 6.5 mile road
project through the jungle in the Big
Bay area of the island. This new road
will link about 20 villages and will help
the local bush people to get to school,
town, hospital and church. It also
helps other missionaries and pastors
to further their work and spread the
gospel into the jungle.
The main challenges for Frazer are
learning the language, which is called
Bislama and working in the intense heat
and humidity - The days are hot and
sticky, making it quite tiring work. The
temperature is about 32°C in the shade
and 45°C in the sun with 85% humidity.
Frazer is overjoyed to have been given
support from both his church and close
friends, and will continue to depend on
the support provided by the Lord Jesus.
We are thankful for how God is building
the team in Vanuatu.

Financial Support
Our work can only continue to happen through the generosity of our financial partners. You can be assured
of faithful stewardship in the use of your donation. We will ensure 100% of your donation will be directed to
support either the missionaries of FIA or go directly to the field of support in Africa, Asia, Pacific or Europe.
All other costs are funded by a number of private donors.
If you feel challenged to support our ongoing work you could do so by any of the following ways:
• Postal donations to Friends in Action
• Card donations - http://www.justgiving.com/friendsinactionni
• Standing order – form can be downloaded from website if you wish to donate on a regular basis
• Text donations – GWGL44 followed by amount in multiples of £1- £5 or £10 and send to 70070
• Become a Fundraiser – see website for details
Gift aid – your donation can be increased by 25% at no cost to you by completing a gift aid form which can
be downloaded from our website.
Friends in Action
1A Clonevin Park
Lisburn BT28 3BL
Northern Ireland

Tel: 028 9266 8194
Email: fia-uk@fiaintl.org
Website: www.fiaintl.org
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