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Friends in Action — Demonstrating God’s
love and provision in practical ways
them useful skills to generate
financial income for their
families and to help assist
on-going work. Alongside
this, we send work teams
from the USA, Canada, and
the United Kingdom to come
alongside missionaries and
local organisations.

Friends In Action International
(FIA) is an evangelical non-profit
mission organisation with
partners in Canada and USA.
Established in 1992, FIA reaches
out to missionary groups and
individuals based worldwide by
helping them with equipment
needs and other physical
demands that they face in their
ministry. FIA has a clear purpose,
“to accelerate the work of
proclaiming the Gospel to
isolated people groups around
the world that have not had the
opportunity to hear the Good
News of Jesus Christ.”
Our team serves missionaries
around the world and the
people that they serve by
demonstrating God’s love and
provision in practical ways
such as drilling water wells,
building bridges and medical
clinics, supplying medical
equipment and supplies etc.
We also train up locals to give

Our goal is to accelerate the
work on mission fields and
give Christians an
opportunity to become
more directly involved in
mission projects. We share
the vision of the
body of Christ at
work with each
individual who joins a
team to serve God using
the abilities and
resources that God has
given him or her.
We welcome you to join
our effort of taking the
gospel to those yet
without the opportunity
to hold, read, or hear the
word of God in their own
language. You can impact the
world through the giving of your
time, financial or prayerful
support and through volunteer

work teams.
If you would like more
information or would like to join
us on a work team, please get in
touch with FIA using the contact
details found on the back of this
newsletter.
We cannot sustain this work
without your support.
Thank you.

The Board of Friends in
Action UK

Update on The New Rig
As you will remember from our
last newsletter Friends in Action
were delighted to be able to
purchase a new Dando Watertec
rig which was provided through
the generosity and support of
His people. The new rig has
been used throughout the
season from October 2014 and
has been of great use in the
work.
Mark Collier reports on the use
of the new rig:
“Last year, we rolled into a
village called Dora in the northwest, a very arid area. When we
started speaking to the local
elders, they told us that
contractors had attempted to
drill twelve wells in the past but
only one had produced water.
When you are greeted with a
story like that your heart sinks
and you begin to prepare for the
worst. We started drilling with
our new rig, a Dando Watertec
9000. The bore was dry until
around 250 feet and we were
starting to lose hope. At that
point the drilling became very
challenging and slow. This is
where good equipment is
essential and we were able to
carefully push on to 255 feet,
then bang! We hit a big flow of
water. Praise the Lord! At least
25000 litres per hour. There was
so much water pressure that I
was having difficulty processing
the drill bit against the flow. The
local people were singing,
dancing, crying. The aquifers
flow was under such pressure it
was rising 50 feet into the air as
we drilled and raining down on
us all. After so many failed
attempts no one had expected

us to succeed. When we came
back three days later to
install the hand pump all
the elders and chiefs came
out and presented us with
chickens and goats. The water
pressure from the aquifer had
caused it to balance out just
3 feet from the surface and
as we installed the pump it
started to overflow. Crystal
clear, potable water spilling
out on to dry ground. It’s hard
to sum up the reaction of the
people. This was an aquifer
with the capability to not only
provide household water but to
irrigate the land. Some of our
volunteers were in tears seeing
the effect the well was having on
the villagers and how it would
impact the lives of the entire
community in future.”
Mark continues to review the
purchase of the new rig by
saying:
“Since purchasing the new rig
we have had our most
productive year ever. In 2014
we drilled around 15 wells in
Gnagna province in the east of
the country and another 15 to
20 in Comoe, a region in the
West South-West. We also
took the rig down to the
Ivory Coast and had a very
successful 2 weeks of
drilling there in addition to
a number of wells in other
remote parts of Burkina
Faso.”
As you can see the new rig
has been very effective and
God willing it will continue
to be a blessing to many.

A New Support Truck
for Well Drilling
As some of you know we have
been operating with an
American International Support
truck since drilling began and it
has served well. But like the rig
sourcing parts has been
somewhat challenging for this
ageing vehicle.
The Board decided if the right
second hand vehicle came along
that we would consider
upgrading the support truck but
where do you go to source a
truck to African specifications?
Unknown to us a batch of used
trucks were shipped in form
Papua New Guinea from a firm
who had finished a contract

there. This was exactly
what we were looking for.
Needless to say when the
Euro Auctions brochure was
posted through our door we
knew that the Lord was in
control!
We were able to purchase a
truck at auction with less than
15,000 miles, with left hand
drive and a hiab to do the heavy
lifting and it is also 6 wheel drive
to get us out of any soft sites.
Truly amazing!
A few minor adjustments and a
good service made the truck
ready for shipping to
Ouagadougou.
We thank God for making this
possible and it will certainly be

put to good use alongside the
other vehicles in the Water of
Life Well Drilling in Burkina Faso.

By Nigel Reid
‘How then shall they call on him
in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without
a preacher?’
Romans 10:14
‘But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into
everlasting life’
John 4:14

FIA UK Board welcomes two new Directors
Tom McCormick has taken on the roll of Treasurer for FIA UK and has
already proved to be a great asset to the Board. We are also delighted that
Tom’s wife Christine is assisting with the FIA accounts. Tom and Christine
are members of Saintfield Baptist Church and Tom has
been on a volunteer work team to Burkina Faso.
Our latest Director is Mike McClean who will be
managing future work teams and assisting with
Tom McCormick
planning for trips. Mike is a member of Monkstown
Baptist Church and has been involved with the work of
Friends in Action for many years having been on two volunteer work teams
with the Water of Life well drilling project.

Mike McClean

Tom and Mike will work alongside existing Board Members—Mark Collier, Jim McCann, David
Rainey, Nigel Reid and Tim Johnston.

An Account of a Well Drilling Team
I had heard much about the
Friends in Action well drilling
team achievements in Burkina
Faso from friends at Saintfield
Baptist Church who had been out
on previous teams. As they told
of the great need for water in
one of the poorest countries of
the world and how they had
gone to help in the process, I
always admired their enthusiasm
and dedication to this worthy
cause.

provide a well for the needy
people of this remote place to
the delight of all in the team and
the excitement of so many in the
village.

In autumn of 2013, Nigel Reid
asked me to give a hand to help
load a container of equipment
destined for Mark Collier in
Ouagadougou. I willingly agreed
but when doing so never thought
that I would be part of a team to
go from Saintfield in January of
the following year. Word
reached me late one November
evening that a final team
member was needed to make up
the squad of six and so, seven
weeks later we were on our way.

One highlight of the trip for all
the team were the celebrations
at the village of Kangodara on
the discovery of water. As the
water gushed out of the newly
drilled well the Christian people
of the village celebrated in song
and the women sang praises to
God for his goodness in the
supply of this precious water. It
was an emotional and
rewarding moment as we
realised how much it meant to
these people and how grateful
they were to “God from whom
all blessings flow ”.

We arrived in the capital city of
one and a half million people and
after a nights’ sleep began a two
day road trip on dry, dusty and
pot holed roads. We travelled in
convoy to the south west of the
country and to the area where
we would be drilling for water
for the duration of our trip.
Our first site was a village called
Logue situated approx 15 miles
from the “main” road. A route
through scrubland and dried
river beds eventually brought us
to the village. After 2 days
drilling and after drilling at two
different locations in the village
we were able to successfully

The process of travel , setting up
camp , drilling for water and
then moving on to the next site
continued for the remainder of
the trip and we were able to
complete 3 wells in total in 3
different locations.

After the drilling was done at the
village of Ouo we had a time of
fun with some of the local
children. Following that we were
then able to share the gospel
message with them as an old
stager on our team, Ed Shaw
simply told the story of the
Saviour who came from heaven
to save them; Mark translated
into French and one of the
village boys then translated into
the local language of the village
children. The children and the
adults needed much, they
needed clean water, they
needed better nourishment, but

they needed the Saviour more
than anything else.
For that reason at each of the
sites local Christian Pastors
accompanied us to reinforce the
Christian message and we trust
that the work will go from
strength to strength in the days
ahead.
We look back on those 2 weeks
in January 2014 and we trust
that the team from Saintfield
played a small but useful part in
the Lords’ work out there in
Burkina Faso.

By Brian Carson

Reports of Some Wells Drilled 2014-15
Location: Hamdalye, 23km north
of Bogande
Outreach/Ministry: EE-SIM
Ongoing Ministry at a Fulani site
Depth: Granite
Flow: 1500+gph

people and their joy upon seeing
God provide water in their
village was incredible. It is not
often that the emotions of Fulani
are expressed so openly and it
was a privilege to see them

Report: Prior to the construction
of this well people were walking
6km to the nearest water point
to access safe drinking water.
The physical suffering in this
village caused by a lack of safe
drinking water was clearly
evident in the health of the

Location: Dimkora, Thion
Outreach/Ministry: EE-SIM New
Church plant 4km from Dimkora
Depth: Gneiss
Flow: 500+gph
Report: Many people from the
village of Dimkora walk 4 km
east of the village to find land
where they can grow enough to
provide for their family’s needs.
Crops are dependent on a good
rainy season with there being
not even sufficient water to
drink for the people as they farm
never mind water the often
thirsty crops. The pastor of the
growing church in the centre of
Dimkora has noticed that many
people spend much of their year
in this area caring for their crops
and live there for as long as
possible. Seeing this as an outreach opportunity and chance to
show compassion and love to
the people of Dimkora Pastor
Lankwande requested a well for
these people and has mobilised
the church to take the gospel of
Jesus Christ to these farmers.
When we rolled the drilling rig
into this area I could hardly

believe my eyes as 150+
believers from the Dimkora
church came out to meet us
singing a welcome and praises to
God. We were 4 km from their
homes yet they had been
waiting there for our arrival for
more than 5 hrs in the blistering
heat just to show their thanks
and to make us welcome.
Dust flew from the granite
below as we inched our way
down. Rod after rod was added
as we drilled, yet the dust did
not give way to water. Passing
200ft we started to think that
this spot might not be the place
for a good well. However
concern gave way to much
rejoicing and more singing from
the onlookers as at 240ft the
unmistakable sound of the drill
bit encountering fractured water

respond in such a clear and open
manner to this gift of water from
God.
When we installed the
submersible pump and started
to rum the generator to develop
the well the ladies from the
village ran to their homes to
collect their empty bidons and
barrels to collect as much water
as possible. We pumped out
the well for 4 hrs and filled every
water container they could find
in the village.

filled rock rang out followed by
the visual confirmation of water
flowing from the neck of the
well. We finished the drilling
that evening and soon water
was being pumped from the well
as we cleaned it out and
developed in readiness for the
installation of a hand pump.
Jugs and barrels came from
everywhere and were filled to
overflowing. God had answered
the prayers of His people in the
village of Dimkora.
Pastor Lankwande shared the
good news of the well with
many but more importantly he
shared about the good news of
Christ Jesus and their need to
come to Him for salvation.
Please pray for the believers in
Dimkora and for Pastor Lankwande as many ask him why
people cared enough for them
to come and drill a well. A cup
of water given in Christ’s name is
a powerful demonstration of
Christ’s love to these people and
a great opportunity for sharing
about their need of salvation.

Location: Banoagou, Thion
Outreach/Ministry: EE-SIM
Gourma Church site
Depth: Granite, very hard
Flow: 3000+gph
Report: The people of Banoagou
had very few choices when it
came to finding water for everyday needs. The hand dug holes
in the low lying areas 1-2km
from the village church site were
clearly dry or else contained
stagnant water unfit for
drinking. A bored well 1km to
the south of the village was
provided by the Saudi
government and the use of it
was being strictly controlled for
the privileged/connected few.
Our first attempt drilling turned
up dry at 300ft and we didn’t

hold out much hope for the
second site only 100m away
from the first. The drilling and
geology was identical and
identical it stayed until 250ft.
Here we encountered a large
water bearing fault zone in the
bedrock from which came
gushing a flow, praise the Lord,
in excess of 3000gph.
That day as we drilled I could not
help but spare a thought for a
young couple being married at
the church which was only 50m
away from where we were
working. The noise, dust and
commotion would have caused
no end of disruption to a
wedding in any other part of the
world but those gathered in for
the wedding carried on with
their day as if drilling works were

just a part of any normal
wedding. The rejoicing of the
wedding guests intensified as
word spread and they realised
that their day was also being
blessed by the provision of
water for their village.
It would be tempting for the
church to restrict access to this
wonderful water supply in light
of the treatment they had
received when hoping for water
from the neighbouring well, but
rather the believers of the
church in Banoagou are showing
grace as they make their well
available to all and take the
opportunity to share the love of
Christ with all who would come
to draw from the well.

Reports by Mark Collier

Challenging Times!
New hope in Burkina
Faso after Government
overthrow
On the 30th October 2014 streets
overflowed with thousands of
angry protesters who marched
on the Presidential Palace,
burned the Parliament building
and broke into the State
television offices. The protests
blocked a vote to amend the

constitution that would have
allowed the President to extend
his 27-year term of office.
Michael Kafando a former
Ambassador to the United
Nations has been appointed to
lead the country towards
democratic elections later in
2015.
The UK Board, already focused
on the threat of Ebola in Guinea
and the concern that the

epidemic would reach Burkina
Faso, coupled with the
Government overthrow, decided
it was necessary to cancel a
drilling team in November 2014
and another in January 2015.
We praise God for keeping our
missionaries safe during this time
and that many great wells have
been found as drilling has
resumed.

By Tom McCormick

A Day in the Life of a
Missionary Mum!
The Collier Family
Burkina Faso

As well as being mum, chauffeur,
cook, piano teacher, nurse,
hairdresser, to my three
energetic, fun-loving children,
Joshua (10), Rachel (8) and Anna
(5), I am also school teacher (P6,
P4 and P2) and principal. This is
a task I love despite it being one
of the most challenging things I
have ever done. When we
started home schooling, we
called our school Frog School
(Fully Relying On God). The
name has since fallen by the
wayside but the principle hasn’t
– there is no way I could do what
I do without the Lord’s help.
Like any family, all three children
enjoy different interests – Joshua
loves Lego and has just started
learning to play the violin. Rachel
loves animals, art and is learning
to play the piano. Anna is a
happy little girl who just loves to
join in with whatever her big
brother or sister are doing.
School starts at 8am in our home
school room and we begin with
Bible; this year we are going
through the Old Testament and
getting all the stories, characters
and books in chronological
order. From 8.30am we study
English and at 10am we stop for
a much-needed 30 minutes
break! After break, we study
maths. I am thankful to have

Marianne Ruten, a Canadian
missionary with SIM, who comes
a couple of mornings a week for
an hour to teach Maths to Anna
and to read with her. This gives
me more time to concentrate on
teaching Joshua and Rachel and
makes life a little less stressful.
Up until the end of January, after
lunch each day, we studied the
other curriculum subjects.
However, since the beginning of
February 2015, at 12 noon,

Joshua and Rachel go to LIFE
Academy until 2.15pm. This is a
new Christian school which just
started this year and is very
small. Joshua and Rachel cannot
attend for the full day because
curriculum is American and
therefore not compatible with
the N. Ireland Curriculum for
English and Maths.
I am kept busy in the afternoons
planning meals, preparing for
school, writing e-mails,
adjudicating sibling disputes and
once every two weeks I enjoy
meeting with other ladies for a
cup of tea, snacks and a Bible
study. Two weeks each month
Mark is away drilling with teams
and often I am involved in

hosting these teams as they
travel in and out of Burkina Faso.
There is not much to do in
Ouagadougou in terms of
entertainment, so in the
afternoons the children enjoy
playing at home or at a friend’s
house, watching TV, working on
a project or looking after their
pets (a tortoise, hens, a cat,
three rabbits). Before bedtime,
there is usually homework to be
done, piano/violin practice and a
much-needed shower to remove
the African red dust which seems
to cover their little bodies all too
easily!
I am so thankful for how the Lord
has and continues to protect us
and provide for us. I am truly
blessed that Joshua, Rachel and
Anna have accepted Christ as
their Saviour and are growing in
their faith. As a family we are
very grateful for all who pray,
give and encourage us in the well
drilling ministry. Lives in Burkina
Faso are being changed
physically and spiritually as a
result of giving a cup of water in
Christ’s name and we give the
glory to God.

By Louise Collier

A Day in the Life of a Well
Drilling Missionary!
I don’t think that there’s such a
thing as a typical day when
you’re a missionary in West
Africa – especially when you
spend 2 weeks each month out
in the bush, drilling water wells!
But, this is a taster of what things
can be like when you’re out
drilling…..

There’s no need of an alarm
clock when you’re camping out
in the bush – if it’s not the
roosters crowing, then it’ll be the
noise of the guinea fowl or
donkeys that wake you up; or
maybe the sound of the ladies in
the village pounding millet seeds
to make flour for toa (a tasteless,
starchy, paste-like food that is
eaten with a sauce….it’s food,
but not as we know it).
Yesterday, we drilled at the first
surveyed spot in this village – 90
metres (about the length of a
football pitch) of hard granite,
with just enough water to raise
hopes, but not enough to make a
well. In the end we had nothing
to show for 8hours of slow
drilling except a big pile of
dust…. Now, not long after the
sun has risen, we move the
equipment to the second choice
survey spot, and set it up ready
to start drilling again.

We head back to the camp for
breakfast, and a time of fellowship and prayer, before returning to the equipment. We’re
about to start drilling, so we ask
the local pastor to gather in any
of the locals who are watching,
and as a team we pray and
commit the work to the Lord –
this simple act is a testimony to
the people – the well is being
drilled in the name of Jesus.
The air compressor is switched
on, and the drill-bit cuts into the
ground, drilling quickly as it goes
through the soft upper layers
until it hits bedrock. We pull the
drill back out, and install casing
pipe to hold the hole open as
we drill into the solid rock. Each
drill rod is 3metres long, and
takes about 15 minutes to drill –
it’s a slow process, so we break
into teams and take turns
working in the heat. We’re very
aware that the chippings coming
out of the hole look identical to
what we saw yesterday, and the
splash of water that we’re seeing
is just that – a splash. 75metres –
we decide we’ll stop there if it’s
all looking the same as
yesterday. Silent prayers are
going up from all of the team –
driving away from a village without giving a well is horrible…
75metres comes and goes,
without any more water – we’ll
take it down to 81metres before
giving up…. 76metres – there’s a
bit more of a splash, definitely
more than we saw yesterday….
Go carefully; try and develop
that little bit of moisture, and
don’t let it get plugged up with
the cuttings… 77metres–was that

a misfire
in the drill-bit? A
second misfire and I’m soaked
with water from the well – we’ve
just hit a fracture in the rock, and
water is gushing out! We stop
to pray and thank God for His
goodness!
All tiredness disappears; we drill
another 6metres, pull all the drill
rods back out, install the plastic
piping that forms the walls of the
well, pull out the casing, and
install an electric pump in the
well. The locals see the water
flowing and rush to bring every
container that they can find to
fill them with clean pure water…
We reflect on how, once again,
God teaches us to keep pressing
on and not give up, and He will
answer prayer in His own
sovereign time.
We head back to the camp for a
late dinner, happy with the
thought that tonight we’ll be
able to have much needed
showers, before crawling to our
beds…. Tomorrow, God willing, it
all starts again in a new village….

By Tim Wilson

New Tribes Mission
North Cotes, England
Friends in Action UK continues to
work very closely with New
Tribes Mission at their
Headquarters in Grimsby,
England.
For a number of years we have
been invited to send skilled work
teams over to help meet the
remodelling needs of the
campus. In 2014 the project was
the refurbishment of bathrooms
in one of the student blocks.
The date was set for April. The

five man team was made up of
two joiners, one plasterer, one
tiler and one plumber.
When we arrived much of the
preparation work was already in
place. During our week long stay
we completed all the plasterwork, the first fix plumbing,
some floor tiling and some of the
joinery work.
The week was such a blessing to
the team as we got to dine with
the single students each day and
hear a little of how they got
challenged into missionary
training and what the Lord was
teaching their hearts. It was also
a blessing to have one of the
lecturers set aside time to teach
us from God’s word.
As we finished up our week we
surveyed our potential project
for 2015—a trussed roof on a
large modular nursery building.
We plan to take a six man team
over in April 2015 and work on
the project while the students
are gone on Easter break. Team
members places have filled up
fast. There are many ways to be
involved on a work team. Firstly,
by praying for the team, ie safety
in travelling and safety on the
job. Secondly, by financially
helping a team member to go
on a team and, thirdly, by going
yourself, giving your time and
talents to a project.
We, at Friends in Action UK, are
looking for construction
tradesmen who would be willing

to give of their time and talents
on a future work team as the
needs may arise. Contact FIA UK
at the address on the back of
this newsletter.
We hope to post photos of the
2015 roofing project on the FIA
UK website when the roof is
complete.

By Jim McCann

Focus on Guinea
Tractor and Plough Project
Friends in Action set about
fundraising to purchase a tractor
and some implements to send to
Ojague, Guinea, West Africa to
assist in the cultivation of the
land to help grow crops and ease
the physical need in gruelling
temperatures. A very successful
sponsored tractor run and
barbeque was organised from
Mr & Mrs R Coulter’s farm and
raised over £10,000.
The event was very well
attended with almost 50 Tractors
being involved and hundreds of
people attending the barbeque.
It was followed by an auction
which added to the total amount
raised. Thank you to all who
supported this event and also a
special thanks to those who
helped make it happen.
A small investigative team went
to Ojague in June/July 2014 to
see the locals planting their
crops and also analyse potential
areas to cultivate. This trip
proved invaluable as the team
were able to see first hand the
gruelling conditions that have to
be worked in and also conditions
needed for crops to grow.
However, the most challenging
concern that was discovered on
the trip was the needs within the
medical centre in Ojague, Guinea
which Friends in Action helped
build in 2007. Stock of
medicines, bandages, etc and
also bedding has become
massively depleted which needs
urgent attention if the clinic is to
continue to service this very
remote area of West Africa

where medical and
financial help is nonexistent.
We have already been
able to purchase a fully
reconditioned Ford
4000 and a pin harrow
has been donated but
we still have needs for
a trailer, sower, hand
tools, etc to fulfill all
the duties required in
Guinea, along with
the needs within
the medical clinic.
Unfortunately, with
the Ebola outbreak,
Friends in Action
have had to postpone shipping the
tractor until it is
safe to do so, but
we are hoping that
will be early 2016.
Friends in Action is
working alongside
New Tribes
Missionaries Ron
and Heather
Yearwood in
Guinea and they
are also out of the
country at the
moment but, God
willing, they hope
to return at the
earliest
opportunity.
Please pray that
the situation in
Guinea will change soon so that
the tractor, implements and
medical supplies can be shipped
as soon as possible.

By David Rainey

Future Planning and Prayer Requests
Please pray for the following:


The Colliers and Tim Wilson as they live and work for the Lord in Burkina Faso for safety and that they
would know God’s hand upon them. Also for the other FIA Missionaries from American and Canada
who work alongside the missionaries from Northern Ireland.



Planning for future wells and survey work that will be carried out to identify future drill sites. Also
that the Lord would prepare the hearts of the people in these areas so that they would be ready to
hear His word.



Ebola situation would diminish and that work teams can travel safely to West Africa.



Guinea—that the tractor would soon be able to ship to help the Ojague people.

God willing Friends in Action would like to further the work of the Water of Life Well Drilling Project by
increasing the number of wells drilled in each season. We currently drill approx. 35-40 wells each year
but have requests for 70 wells a year and a current to do list of more than 200 wells. Please pray that God
will enable us to increase our yearly drilling to assist a very needy people.

Financial Support
The work of FIA can only continue to happen through the generosity of our financial partners. We
will ensure 100% of your donation will be directed to support either the missionaries of FIA or go
directly to the field of support in one of our current projects. All other costs are funded by a number of private donors.
If you feel challenged to support our ongoing work you could do so by any of the following ways:
 Postal donations to Friends in Action
 Card donations: http://www.justgiving.com/friendsinactionni
 Standing order: form can be downloaded from website if you wish to donate on a regular basis
 Text donations: GWGL44 followed by amount in multiples of £1—£5 or £10 and send to 70070
 Become a Fundraiser—see website for further details
Gift Aid—your donation can be increased by 25% at no cost to you by completing a gift aid form
which can be downloaded from our website.
Registered Charity No. XR59719

Friends in Action,
Address to be confirmed

Tel: 07775 722787
Email: accounts@fiaintl.org
www.friendsinaction.org.uk
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your mobile device

