
Well Drilling November 2009  (from a ladies perspective) 

Hi, my name is Lilian. I have been saved for 19 years and am a member of 
Monkstown Baptist Church. I am married with 2 children and 4 
grandchildren. I have worked for the district nursing team for 24 years. The 
Lord gave me an opportunity to join a team to go on a well drilling project to 
Burkina Faso in November 2009.

It was a big undertaking for me as I'm not one 
to travel.  In the months leading up to our 
departure, I had a wonderful time in prayer and 
the reading of God's Word as I sought His 
leading and guidance and watched Him make a 
a way for me to go.  It was one of those 
amazing times, seeing God disperse my every 
fear and doubt. There seemed no way that I was 
not going. 

The trip was well organised and all went well 
on the journey.  I wondered with 
apprehension, mixed with excitement what it 
would all be like.  As I was chief cook, no as 
I was the only cook, I wondered what I could 
make with millet and nuts to feed 10 hungry 
men.  How many ways could I cook them?  If 
I kept the shell on the nuts, it would make 
the meal last longer and by the time they 
had them shelled they would soon be fed up 
and go to bed thinking they were full up. I could make millet burgers, millet 
sausages, millet soup, millet pie, millet stew. I soon ran out of ideas. 

We arrived in Ouagadougou Airport and were met by many locals wanting 
the job of carrying our luggage. It was a little frightening as it was dark and 
very hot. We arrived at the SIM guesthouse where I was shown my room. I 
was impressed, yes it was basic but it had a bed, chair, and table and that 
contented me. We retired early as we all had a long day. I was up at 7am, 
made my way to the kitchen and found the tea. Soon everyone was up and 
we got to see around us. We went to the international church and enjoyed 
seeing how they worshiped. We relaxed the rest of the day. It was work from 
then on in.  The full time missionary, Matt, took me to get food for the 
troops. Instead of picking millet and gathering nuts we went to a 
supermarket, much the size of our local shop which was a relief. I could 



purchase basic foods and purchased enough for 3 days to get going. I never 
felt under pressure at any time, the team weren't hard to please and seemed 
to enjoy my cooking of basic working man's meals, (or maybe they're good 
actors!) Each morning breakfast was at 7am.  I got up at 5.30am. After 
breakfast we had a time of prayer and sharing of God's Word and were on 
the road at 9.00am.

It was a privilege to be part of this team. They worked so hard, in heat of 
over 40 degrees, they looked out for each other, encouraged one another and 
the fellowship was great. It was also fun. I went out to the sites with them 
each day and although they wouldn't let me 
drill, I prayed as I watched that God would 
give them a well and also keep them safe. I'll 
never forget this experience, doing work for 
God. There’s a real joy in my heart as I relive 
the memory of giving to others. Meeting these 
people from the villages and seeing their 
appreciation, how they lived with so little and 
seeing the dirty hand dug wells that they 
attempted to get water from was all very 
humbling. 

It was a successful trip, 3 wells were up and running for these lovely people. 
One was for a medical hospital, which couldn't be built until water was freely 
available on site, (a catchment area for 12,000 children.)  Another was 
nearby for the locals in that area. And the 3rd was for a church where people 

could be reached with the gospel as locals came 
to collect water from the well. On the day water 
came spurting out at that well the ladies gathered 
into the church, praising God for His goodness to 
them. I am sure you don’t feel my enthusiasm, 
and that it is maybe hard for you to appreciate 
my experience in depth so all I 
would say to you is to 
experience it for yourself if God 

is prompting you to go on a short term trip. Grab it and 
see His goodness. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the team for looking after me so well.  I would go 
again should the Lord will it. If you would like more details, 
please contact me by email lilian_mccrum@yahoo.co.uk  
3John v7-8  
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