
New Tribes Mission Training Collage

When Jim McCann, Director of Friends in Action, asked me if I had ever considered 
working in England, my immediate thought was that he had secured a lucrative 
contract and that financial riches were to be gained. Well, I half right. Jim did have a 
contract in England and there were riches to be gained, but they weren’t financial! I 
had little insight into the work at Tribes Mission and was really looking forward to 
going on the trip as I had done voluntary work with a building team the year after I 
got saved.

On arrival at North Cotes, we were shown to our accommodation and given a quick 
look at the project; a shower room and toilet in the student area badly in need of 
refurbishment. There were also a number of other small jobs which required attention 
if time permitted. 

We met a number of the maintenance team on the Saturday evening and worked out a 
plan of attack. Being independent and used to making decisions for myself was 
proving hard for me. I was starting to understand why the Friends in Action volunteer 
declaration we signed said: remember to maintain a servant attitude…resist the 
temptation to inform our hosts “how we do things.”

My cry for the next two days was, “God give me grace!” And Praise His Name He 
did! Very often in the Christian life, it’s not whether we are right or wrong in a 
particular situation, but do we have the right attitude? Jesus said that he, “came not to 



be served but to serve.” For me, this was a lesson you 
couldn’t pay to learn! The work progressed well and by 
the end of the week we weren’t far from finished. 

Each night after dinner NTM had arranged for someone 
connected with the mission to come and speak to us. 
One night, a missionary who had been with NTM for 43 
years told us how he became involved as a teacher. He 
told us a lot about his experiences in Bolivia and said 
that he wouldn’t do anything differently if he had the 
choice of doing it again; other than walk closer with the 
Lord. The men on the maintenance team along with 

their wives told how God had directed them to NTM and 
told how they had served the Lord in different parts of the world. My favourite night 
was listening to the Bible Studies lecturer who gave us a brief introduction into James 
chapter 1. Each night was finished with a few cups of tea and coffee and the sampling 
of some fine homemade cooking. 

One thing which impressed me most with the various people we met was that they 
were called by God to do a job, not for great rewards or riches in this world, but to be 
obedient to what God had called them to do. I met people who understood the words 
of Jim Elliot who said, “He is no fool who gives that which he cannot keep to gain 
that which he cannot lose.”
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