
The Building of the “Jesus Bridge”

Deep in the remote jungle of Guinea, West Africa, the local Tanda people are 
puzzled. Christian missionaries arrived some time ago to tell them about God, 
but now they are building a bridge over the river, which becomes impassable 
every year during the wet season, cutting the people off from medical care.

One Muslim villager remarks,
“Our God has done nothing for us, but we will listen to the Christian 
missionaries and learn about their God because He is doing this for us.”

What an incredible testimony of how God is 
using the bridge shipped from Northern Ireland 
to reach into lives with the Good News of 
Grace!

With the support of numerous companies and 
individuals from Northern Ireland, FIA-UK was 
able to co-ordinate the entire project to 
completion. Christians moved by the plight of 
the Tanda people and directed by the Spirit of 
God gave overwhelmingly to ensure the bridge, 
which had been donated by a NI construction 
company, was sandblasted and painted by 
another company, packed, transported, 
unloaded and re-assembled all within a few 
short months. Less than 40 volunteers 
completed the entire on-site works.

At 210ft long, weighing 30 tons and supported 
on 8 concrete columns, the bridge stands as a 
solid testimony to all those who did their part to 
accelerate the Good News of Jesus Christ 
among those still unreached. 



Throughout this predominately Muslim 
country of Guinea, as well as neighbouring 
countries, people heard about this project on 
the radio. It was widely publicized that it was 
the Christians that built this bridge. 

They then began to refer to it as the, 
“Jesus Bridge.”

The Building of this bridge has brought 
credibility to Christianity. Being nominally 
Muslim, the people are by default opposed to 
Christianity, but only because of what they 
are taught to be. It is not a decision they 
make themselves. It was puzzling to the 
locals to see foreigners working hard for their 
sake.  Many wondered why people came 
from so far away, sacrificed so much and 
asked for nothing in return. When they were 
told it was simply because of the love of 
Christ some wanted to know more about 
what the missionaries were teaching.

It is exciting to see how some of the Tanda 
people are responding to the love of Christ, 
but it gets even better. It is not just limited to 
the Tanda people. In fact a neighbouring 
people group who are much more adherent 
to the Muslim way sent a message to the 
missionaries asking them to come to their 
village. Many were gathered to shower Ron 
with gifts of chicken, rice or even money (this is 
extremely rare in Africa) as a show of their 
appreciation for the bridge construction. The 
leaders then explained to him that if the Tanda 
leaders were allowing their people to embrace the 
Gospel message then it was all right for any one 
from their village to embrace Christ’s teaching as 
well.

Ron saw a huge open door and was able that day 
to share about the saving grace of Jesus Christ. One Muslim leader then told 



Ron he had been to Mecca twice and yet he 
does not know that he will go to heaven. He 
wants to find a way that he may know for 
certain where he will spend eternity. 

When local dignitaries attended the opening 
ceremony the were able to share their faith 
with the huge assembled crowd. Marne, one 
of the Tanda believers shared with the missionaries that the Muslim leaders 
and elders are becoming more receptive to Christianity. One of them stated,“I 
sent all my sons to Islamic religious schools and all of them turned out 
to be evil. Maybe if they hold to what the missionaries are saying they 
will be able to have clean lives”.

What an exciting testimony of God at work in the lives of those still 
unreached!

Ron and the other missionaries are extremely excited about the opportunities 
that they have been presented with and we at Friends are also excited how 
this project is truly accelerating the work of proclaiming the Gospel!

How this entire project occurred and the impact it continues to have could not 
have been scripted better in Hollywood. Friends in Action International set out 
to build a physical bridge, but obviously God all along intended it to build 
spiritual bridges that will last for all eternity. Isn’t it amazing to see our living 
God work?

We are grateful to God for the blessings he gave us, to you for your prayers 
and financial gifts that made it all possible and for those who sacrificed their 
holiday and family time to be part of the construction teams.

While our work was very exciting, we never forgot the fact that our ultimate 
goal was to help the missionaries build spiritual bridges in the hearts of the 
Tanda people. The Bible tells a similar story.  After the walls of Jerusalem 
were reconstructed the people living in the area were afraid and lost their 
confidence. They knew the work was completed with the help of God. We 
have the same prayer for this modern day bridge that we built. May it be a 
testimony to God’s power and draw many to him.

We hope that this bridge will remind us all of His faithfulness and that many 
will come to know of His redeeming love because of it.


