
Tanda Bridge 2

The Republic of Guinea on the West Coast of Africa is bordered to the north by 
Senegal and Mali and on the east by Mali and the Ivory Coast, on the south by 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, on the west by the Atlantic Ocean and on the northwest by 
Guinea-Bissau. The population is approximately 7.5 million; the official language is 
French with each ethnic group having its own language.
85% of the population is Muslim, 8% Christian and 7% Indigenous beliefs

New Tribes missionaries (Ron & Heather Yearwood and Roger & Jen Enters) in 
Ojague, Guinea requested that FIA-UK come and build a 50 foot bridge on the road 
leading to Ojague. The bridge crosses a tributary located approximately 4 miles from 

their village between the villages of Tomboya and 
Tongolaba.  The bridge, in conjunction with the 210 
foot bridge built by FIA in 2006, allows for year 
round access into and out of the village by vehicle.  
Before, this was not possible because this tributary 
swells during rainy season.  Rainy season is from 
May through November.  There was a locally-built 
bridge at the proposed location consisting of metal 
railroad ties laid on top of concrete abutments, but 
this bridge was 
grossly undersized 
and inadequate for 
the flow of water.  It 
was almost always 
under water.  One 
man was swept 
away and drowned 
when he attempted 
to cross it by foot 
several years ago.  

This bridge has had an impact on the ministry of the 
missionaries working among the Tanda people as well 
as providing better access for the local population of 
approximately ten villages.

Plans were drawn up and the missing sections of the 
Bailey bridge left over from the first bridge were 
manufactured FOC in N. Ireland and were shipped to 
Guinea along with the medical supplies for the clinic.

A Team travelled to Guinea on 28th November 2008 to lay the concrete foundation 
and erect the Bailey bridge.



In two weeks they successfully completed 
the bridge which now gives the 
missionaries and the local people access 
into the region 12 months a year to buy 
food and seek medical assistance.

Demonstrating the love of God with the 
completion of this second bridge along 
with the building and equipping of the 
medical clinic for the Tanda people gave 
Christianity more credibility in this deeply 

Muslim country. The people had asked their own Muslin leaders for help with a 
bridge for years with no success and are now very puzzled why these ‘Jesus’ people 
would come and do it for them, asking nothing in return.

Please continue to pray for the Tanda people that their hearts will continue to be 
receptive to the Good News of Jesus Christ.


