
Tanda Clinic – Volunteer Team member

2.30am … That’s when the most sensible people are tucked up safely in their bed, but 
on this night I found myself in the company of David Rainey, Trevor Gillan, Matthew 
Swain, Jim Price, Ian Kelly and Drew Johnston as we headed off to Guinea in West 
Africa. 

We travelled from Lisburn to Dublin to Paris 
and then on to Conakry, the capital of Guinea. 
We’d travelled for about 24 hours before we 
arrived in Conakry airport. I remember my first 
impression of the airport when I asked Jim if 
he’d seen the film “Raid on Entebbe!” It was 
late at night, but the heat and humidity were 
already very high. We stayed the night in 
Conakry and travelled the next day, eight hours 
to Hamdalaye and another eventful four hours 
through the jungle to Ojague village.

Our mission to fit out the medical centre was 
about to begin and build a concrete ramp onto 
the Tanda bridge which was built the previous 
year. 

The following two weeks were filled with 
some of the hardest but most rewarding times 
of my life. The temperature soared until a 
recorded max of 58 degrees (52 in the shade.)

We were baked as we pulled 10 hour shifts to 
get as much of the work done as possible. One 
night, the heavens opened and the first rains 
came… WOW! (I thought it could rain in 
Ireland!) However, no matter how much I my 
time there, I was elated to be going home. 

To sum up, we saw some amazing wildlife and 
met some amazing people. I made some new 
from other churches and from another country. 
I attended two of the strangest church services I am ever likely to be involved in! I 
met a King (on a bike,) but during this time of trial I felt closer to God that I had ever 
done.



I thank God for 
the opportunity 
to serve his 
Kingdom, for 
keeping me 
and the rest of 
the team safe 
and healthy 

and for giving us 
the victory over the many problems that we 
encountered during our time there. I pray that God 
continues to bless the ongoing work of New 
Tribes Mission and Friends in Action around the 
world.

Dave Hanna


