
Friends in Action Well Drilling Team, Burkina  Faso November 2007

The purpose of the trip was to drill water wells for a number of projects in order to 
assist in the spreading of the Gospel. The group, led by Drew Johnston, included Alan 
Johnston, Arthur Canning and myself, Keith Forsythe from Lisburn Cathedral.

Our first drill site was at an orphan school in 
Koudougou, about an hour and a half drive 
from the capital city, Ouagadougou. The 
school is run by Pastor Etienne and he 
educates 300 children who have lost one or 
both parents to AIDS. On Thursdays, 200 
additional children come in for Bible teaching 
and lunch. The children loved to watch all that 
was going on and enjoyed having their 
photographs taken. Pastor Etienne was always 
on hand with a cool box full of cold drinks, 
which was most welcome. He also provided 
coffee, croissants and lunch each day! There 
were smiles all round and the odd quiet tear 
when we struck water at about 300 feet. This 
well is right beside the school kitchen so 
couldn’t be better placed.

Next we drilled on the site for a new primary 
school, again for Pastor Etienne. Sadly, this 
time, although we struck water we were 
unable to sink the well due to the softness of 
the ground. However we have shown that 
water is there and in abundance and the pastor 
is planning with the financial assistance of 
Friends in Action to have a “hand dug” well at 
that site.

Our third site was north of Ouagadougou for 
AEAD, a local Christian development agency. 
Unfortunately for us we were unable to complete this well as our time in Burkina ran 
out, but we thank God that the following team continued on from where we left and 
an abundant supply of water was found.

Our time in Burkina finished all too soon at the village of Nasoulou where we partly 
drilled a well which a following team completed.



The people we met were always so grateful of 
what we were doing. We were given gifts of 
chickens and the group was even given a goat! 
This is a huge sacrifice for people who have so 
little and it was very humbling for us.
Meeting Pastor Etienne was a real blessing as 
he continually displayed the joy of the Lord. 
An experience I’ll never forget and one, which 
I hope to repeat.  

Keith Forsythe


