
Well Drilling Team November 2010 

“The Gates of Hell shall not prevail against It”  Matt. 16:18 

The Friends in Action team that went to Burkina Faso in November 2010 to drill ‘Water of Life’ 
wells were left in no doubt that the “Gates of Hell” were working in an effort to prevent the 

building of His Church. They did not prevail – Hallelujah! 

Despite delaying the drilling of the first well in the village 
of Bubicaari the additional time spent was used of God 
to allow Pastor Matoudaqua of the local Eglises 
Evangélique/SIM (EE/SIM) Church three full days to 
preach the Gospel to the villagers. The Gospel 
meetings were held in sight of the drilling rig – very 
significant as the Pastor explained the well was being 
provided by followers of Jesus from far away and that 

they expected nothing in return. In all 466 people attended and of these 127 indicated a 
desire to come to Christ. The small Church in Daubicari grew in believers from 15 to 142 in 
three days! Now that’s what well drilling is really all about. While the provision of an ample 
supply of clean drinking water will no doubt improve the quality of the villagers’ lives, and their 
life expectancy, the Water of Life will change them for eternity.  

So, what did Satan do in an effort to frustrate the building of The Church of Jesus Christ 
among the Gourma peoples of the north east of Burkina Faso, 
close to the border with Niger? A very brief list: The big yellow truck 
that carries much of the drilling equipment and tows the 
compressor suffered from a blocked fuel filter; During an attempt to 
repair the truck at the side of the road, and in the dark, a generator 
was stolen; On the second day of drilling a main steel cable on the 
drill rig broke; On the third day a second cable broke. After drilling 
to a depth of 340 feet (approx.103 m) all we got was a little damp 
sludge!  

Not until very late on the fourth day of drilling, and at a second 
location, only 50 yards (approx. 45 m) from the first was water 

found. And was water found! Estimated by Mark Collier from Straid, Northern Ireland and one 
of Friends in Action’s well drilling missionaries in Burkina Faso, to be able to supply in excess 
of 2000 gallons (almost 10,000 litres ) of water per hour. “God is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” Ephesians  
3:20    

The following four days seen a successful well 
drilled in two more villages and a start made in 
another. In the second village, Nadoumou, a 1000 
gallons per hour well was provided, 147 were preached 
to and of these 103 came to Christ. In the third village, 
Tonlaongou, 187 were preached to and 132 came to 
Christ. 



 In all during our two weeks in Burkina Faso we drilled 940 feet (approx. 290 m.), producing in 
excess of  4000 gallons (almost 20,000 litres) of clean, fresh water per hour. But, much more 
importantly, the Gospel was preached to 800 unreached people and of these 362 were won 
for Christ.   

Three further teams followed from Northern Ireland and we thank God that 11 wells were 
successfully drilled, 2500 people heard the Gospel and 1450 came to a faith in Jesus Christ.- 
Hallelujah! 

Christ is adding to His Church daily “ such as should be saved” Acts 2:47. 

 

To see a video of the work go to:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4V_l7zB29E0  

 

 

  


